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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.20
p.m., and read prayers.

ASSENT TO BILL.

Message from the Governor received and
read, notifying assent to Supply Bill No.
1 (£1,910,500).

QUESTION—PARLIAMENT HOUSE,
COMPLETION.

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM
asked the Chief Seeretary: What action
has been taken by the Government to carry
out the mandate of Parliament as expressed
in resolutions earried during the 1927 ses-
sion in both Houses for the completion of
the front of Parliament Ionse?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied :
An estimate for the cost has been obtained,
and the matter is receiving consideration.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Ninth Day—Conclugion.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. J. T. FRANELIN (Mefropolitan)
[4.36]: I had not intended on this oeceasion
to address the House except by way of
uttering a few words of congratulation to
the Government om having cxpressed their
intenlion fo introduce a Bill for the amend-
ment of the Municipal Corporations Act.
During last session the Minister for Works,
Mr, McCallun, promised the Perth City
Council that if it was at all possible he
wottld introduee such n measure during that
session, adding that if this eourse were
found impracticable the Bill would he
brought forward during the following ses-
sion. From the Governor’s Speech I ob-
serve that the measure is to be introduced,
and T am pleased that at last there is to
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be 4 possibility of municipal matters com-
ing up tor discussion, The existing Aet
iz obsolete. It was passed a number of
yeurs ago, and the time has more than gone
by for the inclusion in it of further pro-
visions for the advantage not only of the
City of Perth but of ull municipalities in
Western Australia. When the original Act
was passed, the fast tvaflic that now obtains
did not exist. From that aspect alone, the
time is more than ripe for further legis-
lation on the subject of municipal govern-
ment, 1 know Sir William Lathlain will
suppert me in stressing the necessity for
nol only a new Municipal Corporations Aet,
but also for a Bill relative to the City of
Perth. The importance of our eapital eity
warrants a separate Act for the vonduet
of its affairs. Many problems that arise
in conneelion with e¢ity government have
no application to suburban municipalities,
and (he Munieipal Corporations Act shouid
not be swollen with a numher of provisions
which would never apply to or be put into
operation by suburban sunicipalities, In
the past, legislation relating to road hoards
has keen amended frequently, I am not in
any way speaking agniust the road boards,
which are, in my opinion, catitled to various
amendments ol the iegislation applying te
thein; but I consider that iv would be ad-
visable to have an Acl dealing with muni-
cipalities and road boavds eonjeintly. Such
a measure womnld tend towards working in
unison, As to town planning, let me add
my meed of praise to the Government for
having appointed a Commission. I congrat-
ulate the Government especially on the per-
sonnel of the Commisison. Tf the whole
State had been gearched, more eapable men
to sit on that Commission could not have
been found. Let me add, however, that this
Commission should not be placed in the
same position as the Town Planning Com-
missions of the Eastern Stales. Those are
good Commissions, and have done wonder-
ful work, but, unfortunately, they eannot
have effect given to the recommendations
resulting from their work, as the neecessary
powers have not been eonferrved on them.
I wish to sound a note of warning with re-
gard to the Toeal Government Association,
whose deliberations should not be made
public until such time as a town planning
measure has heen enacted, so that the ve-
commendations ean be embodied in legis-
lative form. If reports of the proceedings
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are published, opportunity may be given
for speculators to rome in and make unfair
use of the information. We expect that
as-octation to do a great deal of good. ('er-
tainly they are going the righi way to work,
&3 they are obtaining evidence from in-
dividuals and business people who eonsider
themselves qualified to give advice. Fur-
ther, they are guided by the experience of
curresponding bodies in the Fastern States.
With the information they are gathering,
they will be able to bring up an excellent
report, which ean be utilised in eonjunction
with the recommendations of the Town
Planning Commisison to furnish an effec-
tive Act. If it is at all possible, I should
like & Town Planning Bill to he introduneed
during the carrent session. Whether it
would go through both Houses of Parlia-
ment on this oceasion, I do not know, but
it would be a commencement, and if we ean
only get a commencement the measure will
be enacted next session, if not during thisg
one. Another matter [ wonld urge upon
the Government is the extension of the sew.
erage system which has been inangurated in
the City of Perth. FExperts may say that
the Government have gone as far as they
possibly can with the existing system,
since the septie tanks at East DPerth are
already carrying more than the capacily
for which they were designed. Howeser,
1 suggest that the Government obtain a re-
port from the responsible officers as in
whether it is not possible in the near future
to carry the sewage from the Alter beds out
to the beach, or to Wanneroo, in s locality
where there are no inhabitants. -Then pos-
sibly a sewage farm could be established
and the Government wonld reap some bene-
fit from the outlav. I do nol know whether
I am corvectly informed with regard fo the
fall, but the man in the street—who Zel-
erally knows—savs that there is a fall of
about 8 Ffeet from the East Perth sewaga
tanks to the ocean. That may be so or
not; it is a matter for expert advice. In
the event of the fall net being sufficiens,
the time is more than opportune for the
Government to eonsider the aholition of the
receptacle at East Perth and the pumping
of the sewage lo some distance from the
centre of the eity. I am of opinion that
the sewage could he taken by natural
flow to Wanneroo. At the same time, T am
not particular as to the destination of the
sewage being Wanneroo. I am told that a
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previous Goverament had y4p idea of pump.
ing the sewage to Canging, Speaking us a
layman, 1 should not hie to s¢e that scheme
adopted, because it wounld Imean a contin-
uanee of the nuisance ereated by run-
ning the effluent into the Swan River.
I want to emphatically protest against the
continuation of the system of running the
effiuent inte the Swan River, 1t is time
that nuisance was removeq and the sew-
age taken some distanee from the ciby.
In Melbourne, I understand, it is pumped
25 miles to u farm that bas proved to be a
revenue-producing affair. It would be of
great benefit to the Government and also
to the people of the metropolitan area if
we could get that ubortion removed from
the centre of Perth, I trust the Govern-
ment will take that into serious considers-
tion. Another matter to which T would
draw attention is the deep storm water
drainage, A réport should be obtained
from the respunsible officers of the Govern-
ment a3 to whether we could not instal a
deep storm water drain, so that the loeal
authorities would be able to get rid of
the nuisance createq by flood waters, with
which at the present time it js tmpossible
to cope. We have seen in the newspapers
recently iilustrations of the water and
slush out Inglewood way, where they have
had fire engines at work pumping out the
water in order to relieve the residents,
Although people live in such localities,
they are just as mueh entitled to the con-
venienee of deep drainage as are those lv-
ing in more favoured areas. The man who
lives out in the suburbs should be enabled
to get rid of the storm waters.  Storm
water drainage would not mean any extra
cost to the Government, for although the
(overnment would have to find the initial
expenditure, it must be remembered that
the ratepayers have to pay water rates.
I suggest also that the Government, in-
stead of having so many eoncerns under
their control, should eonsider the appoint-
ment of a metropolitan Loard of works to
carry out various nndertakings.  This
wounld be better both for the Government
and for the people. Tf certain works werd
placed in the hands of a competent board,
that board would be entitled to horrow
sufficient money to finance those under
takings and so the Government, instead of
working on a defeit, in due course would
be able to show a surplys. - I hope- that
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something will be done this session in re.
zard to that suggestion. T am not asking
Tor a commission to go into the matter,
hecause I realise that in our State depart-
ments we bave men perfectly competent to
advise the Government respecting these
matters. To revert to the guestion of deep
storm water drainage, 1 suggest that poss-
ibly the Government should consider the
advisability of linking up the storm water
draing at Mt, Hawthorn and Leederville
with the Herdsman’s Lake drain. That
would mean a big saving to the Govern-
ment, for we lhave there a drain capable
of coping with boundless storm water, and
that drain would be more than sufficient to
earry off any extra volume of water di-
verted to it. T am somewhat diffident
about referring to the development of the
North, for T see Mr. Holmes and Mr. Miles
in their places. Still I would be glad if the
(iovernmenf could by some means assist
those representatives of the North in
pringing forward a workable scheme of de-
velopment. Those two gentlemen are
thoroughly conversant with the position in
the North and could give sound advice, so
that instead of having the North vacant as
it is, it might be properly developed. This
would give a fillip to the whole of the
State. Until something of a progressive
nature 1s undertaken in the North, we shail
still have the danger of some portion of
that territory being taken away from us.
I am almost inelined to say I regret that
the amonnt of money spent, I will not say
wasted, on the Peel Estate, was not spent
on the development of the North. The re-
sult would have been more satisfactory,
for we would have known that the money

expended was expended or a useful
purpose, I throw out that as a sug-
gestion, and T hope that some netice
will be teken of . T have not

been sufficiently long in the House to go
into the question of railways, but I notice
the Government are extending their rail-
way system into the backblocks. If it is
at all possible, T should like the CGovern-
ment to appoint an honorary committee to
take into consideration the advisability of
urging the various local authorities to keep
back sufficient work to fide the unem.
ployed over the winter months. Then per-
haps, we should not have this question of
unemployment continually before ns. My
reasons for making that suggestion are
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these: We are all aware that in the metr
politan area it is necegsary that roads an
footpaths be construeted during the summs
months. But in country districts many ¢
the roads to he consiructed uve water-boun
roads, It is more cconomical to carry ot
that work in the winter rather than in th
sammer, for when constructing a water
bound road it is necessary to have plent
of water, so that the road can be properl
consolidated. I am sure we have sufficien
compelent men whe wonld be only to
willing to serve on an honorary committe
that would advise the warions local author
ties with a view to Lkeeping back certai
work for the winter months, so that th
unemployed in that season of the year conl
be sent into the country to do useful work
What we are doing now for the unemploye:
is only a makeshift. —We are providin
work that otherwise might not be require
for a number of vears to come. If durin;
the winter months we could have sufficien
work to oecupy all the unemvloyed, it woul
he to the advantage. not only of those bodie
who have work to carrv out, but of th
whole of the State. Really that couls
easily be done. Possibiv the Governmen
might fall in with that view, and T am sun
the loeal anthorities would giadly assist. |
will support the Addvess-in-reply.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon
W. H. Kitson—West) [4.55]: First of al
may [ thank thnse members who have re
ferred to my recent elevation for their com
plimentary remarks. 1 trust they will haw
no eause to alter their opinion. There are
quite a nuinber of maiters referred to by
varions members that T wish to reply to, the
first and foremost being the question ol
unemployment. This is recognised by evers
member and every responsible person in
public life as a most important question
Those who have diseussed it in this Cham-
ber have more or less critirised the Govern-
ment for their a‘titude towards the question,
and it is only fair to say that in some cases
they have laid the blame at the door of the
Government. Tt is, however, a much harder
question to solve than some people realise.
Tt 1s not peculiar to Western Australia.
Unemplovment is prevalent in the other
States to a greater decree than it is here,
and it is prevalent in the 014 Country also.
In faet at the present time it is a world-
wide problem. Mr. Corpell was, perhaps,
correct when he said the problem of uwnem-
ployment was purely an etonomics] one.
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Hon. Sir Fdward Wittenoom: Do yon
think the Arbitration Court has anything to
do with 1t7

The HONORARY MINISTER: Nothing
whatever. In this State it doos seem sirange
that, notwithstanding the prosperous period
we are supposed to have gone through dur-
ing the lavt few years. and the faet that
lazt vear several record productions were
reached in our primary inlustries, unem-
plovment has been worse this year than
ever previously. This year, unemployment
was first noticed in January, whereas usu-
ally it is April or even May Lefore there is
any appreciable inerease in the number out
of work. Several reasons ¢an be advanced
to account for it, and Y snggest the follow-
ing, always remembering that our popula-
tion is only 400,000. That is a very im-
portant faetor in the case.

Hon, H. A. Stepheuson: The latest
fienres show that we have jnst turned the
400.000 mark.

The HONORARY MINISTER: First of
all the bad season last year in the Hastern
States lead to what almost might be called
an invasion from those States of men look-
ing for work in this State, which was being
truly represented as prosperous. That
statement ean be proved to the hilt. I
know from records of various mnion organ-
isations that they have received into their
ranks large numbers of men on transfer
from branches in the Eastern State. And the
Labour Burean has noticed large numbers
of applications for employment from men
recently arrived from the Eastern States.
We know from the Press that quite a large
nummber of men have come over on the
Trans. line, some having paid their fares and
others having refused to do so. Some were
prosecuted for having travelled without pay-
ing their fares and it was afterwards left to
the Siate to find them railway fares from
Kalgoorlie to other distriets in Western Aus-
tralia where they might be able to obtain em-
ployment. That is one factor that cannot be
contradicted, and it is a faetor we have not
bhad to experience in former years. This
position arises, perhaps, from the fact that
Western Anustralia, to a certain extent, has
been boomed in the Fastern States, and I
think I would be correct in saying that our
prosperity is the chief eause of the unusual
unemployment that has been existing in this
State during the past few months. We can-
not blame these men; on the contrary, I
think they should be welcomed here because
they have shown that they are prepared to go
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out to the work rather than wait until the
work comes to them, and, as I have always
claimed, a man who is prepared to go into
another country to look for work cannot, by
any streteh of the imagination, be looked
upon as a man who is unemployable or one
who should not be welcomed in our midsi,
Secondly, the large number of alien immi-
grants who have come into this State and
have been atsorbed in our primary industries
is another canse of the unemployment exist-
ing here. In many cases these people have
been attracted by the experience of their
conntrymen, and one cannot blame them for
that. The fact nevertheless remains that
they have supplanted our own workers in
far too many cases, and particularly in our
agriculturel distriets. Thirdly, we have the
action of the banks in reducing and with-
drawing overdrafts and thus preventing
farmers and others from going on with fur-
ther developmental work. It will not be
denied that that is the cause of some of the
unemployment. In every distriet in this
State T have been in I have heard that eom-
plaint from one or another, and even in this
Chamber, I think it was Mr. Hamersley whe
referred to the fact that it was not so easy
to obirin employment in the country at the
present time, because of the action of the
private banks to which I have just referred.
Fourthly, there was the fear in the early part
of the season that we were going to experi-
ence a dry time. That was another reason
why there has not been so much work in the
counfry as we might have expected. Fifthly,
there is the action of the Federal Govern-
ment in insisting that all work dene by the
Main Roads Board should be subjeet to
tender and contract conditions, thus com-
pelling the State Government to reduce by
bundreds the men employed on road work
and eansing considerable delay in the putting
in hand of many miles of road work. That
statement has been made on several oecasions
by responsible members of the Government,
and I do not think it can be successfully eon-
tradicted. Another reason is the fael that
the timber industry has experienced a lean
period, and that most of our occupations are
seasonal in character. Those are fects from
which we cannot get away. The position has
also been aggravated by the number of men
who have left the group setflements, and the
fact that men have arrived here from over-
sen at a times when it was impossible to
absorb them. These men have heen forced
on o an unsympathetic and unskilled labour
market. Nobody will deny that that also is
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a factor, We have had experienc: during
reeent months of a considerabl: number of
voung men brought from the Cld Counlry
t» Western Australia who have heen obliged
to remain in the immigrants’ heme at Fre-
mantle for an extended period, whercas only
a year or two ago they were seldom there
for more than a day. There must he a reason
for that and, whatever it is, it is a reas¢n for
the unexampled unemployment we have been
experiencing. It must be remembered that
the number which a small ecommunity can
successfully absorb annually is strictly
limited, and is governed by economic condi-
tions. Anyone who has given consideration
to the guestion will realise that, during the
period when migration is strongest, unem-
ployment is at its lowest gbb. Another factor
must be taken into consideration and it is
the question of the control of migration. So
long as responsible authorities have not eon-
trol over the number arriving at a given
period, or during a given year, then the state
of affairs we are expriencing must prevail.
The moment there is no eontrol, or the con-
trol is in the hands of other authorities who
have no regard for loeal circumstances, then
are we liable at any time to have the same
experience that has been ours during the last
few months. Again, I repeat that the posi-
tion is governed by the economie conditions
1 have already referred to and also suggested
by Mr. Cornell. Mr. Cornell also referred
to the craze for motor ears as being, to some
extent, the cause of nnemployment. With
that [ agree. Undoubtedly the eraze for cars
is a factor in two ways. The money spent
in the purchase of cars mainly goes out of
the State to provide employment elsewhere
and, together with the money required for
running and maintenance, is not available
for other reproductive purposes within the
State. It has also had the effect of practi-
cally wiping out of existence the horse trans-
port industry, throwing many men on to
what I have aiready called an unsympathetic
and unskilled labour market. In view of all
these facts, how can it he said that the Gov-
ernment are to be blamed for the existing
position? It is known that quite recently
responsible citizens of Perth have at last
renlised the position and have decided that
a duty devolves npon the community at large
as well as upon the Government. Just here
I may refer {0 Mr. Franklin's remarks made
a few moments ago. He suggested that an
honorary committee might be appointed for
the purpose of eo-ordinating the work of the
local governing bodies. That comes very well
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from the hon. memker, who is mayor of
Perth, particularly in view of the experience
we have had in the city during the last few
months. I know he is not to blame for the
situation that arcse, but all right-thinking
individuals will agree with me, that it is
not a fair thing to the employees of the
couneil, or to workers generally in the eity,
that the council should carry out the whole
of its programme of work during a period
of six months, and then throw on fo the
labour market at the worst period of the year,
perhaps a couple of hundred men. I cannot
believe that it is possible for such a state of
affairs to oceur. Surely it is not necessary for
the whole of the municipal councils’ work
to be done in that period of the year.
Therefore 1 agree that there is some ne-
cessity for an alterstion in the system
that has been adopted in the past. I might
say that the Governmeat have given con-
sideration to suggestions of that kind.
They have agreed it is neceessary that thera
shonld he more eo-ordination bhetween the
local authorities and also between the
Government and those authorities on this
parbicalar question. But ihe Government
believe that the matter can be better
handled by one man, rather than by a ¢om-
mittee. Inguiries are now being made as
to the manner in which a similar system
works in Queensiand. A responsible officer
of the Government in the person of Mr.
Muont, Under Secretary for Labour, was
sent a few weeks ago to Queensland to
get first-hand information on this question,
with a view to adopting it in Western
Australis. Mr. Baxter charged the Gov-
ernment with being lax ir making pro-
vision for unemployment. One would im-
agine that the Government were guite un-
mindful of their responsibilities to the
workers of the State. Mr. Nicholson sug-
gested that there was plenty of work te
be done and thai it should be possible to
overcome the problem in a new ecountry.
Of course there iz plenty of work to be
done in every corner of the State. It is
not very difficult to mention numerous
railways, roads, water supply schemes, har-
bour works, ete., but it is seriously con-
tended that the State undertake all these
at the one time, Is there not a well-
defined limit beyond which we cannoi gof
Is it not a fact that the present Govern-
ment have carried out more work of this
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description than any previous Government
in power in the state.

Hon. E. H. Harris: But they bave had
more money with which to carry out those
works!

The HONORARY MINISTER: I can-
noi help that; I am merely stating a faet
The (overnment have carried out more
work of that description than any preced-
g Administration.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: They have spent
more money, but have not necessarily done
more work,

The HONORARY MINISTER: I realise
the distinetion, but it has no effeet npon
my statement, whieh is that more work
has been done by the present Government
than any preceding Administration, and 1
defy any hon. member to prove otherwise.

Hon. E. H. Harris: That does not get
you anywhere.

The HONORARY MINISTER: It gets
me to this stage, that it is & complete ans-
wer to those hon. members who have
accused the Government of having done
nothing to solve the unemployment pro-
blem. For instance, it has been stated
that the Government made no effort to
provide work until the men demonstrated
forcibly at the Premier’s office. Mr.
Harris made that statement. It was alsoe
asserted that some work was provided jusf
before Parliament assembled so that the
Premier would not be burnt in effigy op-
posite Parliameni House on the opening
day of the present session.

Hon. E. H. Harris. Quite right. too

The HONORARY MINISTER: The
hon. member knows that that statement is
quite wrong, but in order te support hi-
contention Mr. Harris quoted from what
he called a newspaper.

Hon. J. J. Holmes:
“Worker’'?

The HONORARY MINISTER: No,
the *Workless.” That was & sheet pro-
duced by one or two individuals who, to
my way of thinking, have not the best
interests of the workers at heart. If they
had, they would not advocate the adoption
of some methods they outlined. Yet the
hon. member was pleased to guote from
that rag.

Hon. E. H. Harris: I drew attention to
the published statement.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Would
‘he hon. member advise the Government to

What, the
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follow the advice contained in the extracts
he quoted?

Hon. E. H. Harris: It was apropos to
quote that at the time,

The HONORARY MINISTER: At the
time Mr. Gray interjected very properly,
and the hon. member had nothing to say in
reply.

Hon. E, H. Harris: The President would
not have allowed me to reply.

The HONORARY MINISTER: At any
rate, the hon. member did mot attempt to
reply.

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: I think My. Harris
was stopped by the President—a greater
force than Mr. Gray.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Possibly
that was so. I merely desire to show that
there was absolutely no truth in the state-
ment made by hon, members in this Honse.
As a matter of faet, nothing was further
from the truth and any hon, member could
have obtained the information I propose to
give to the House had he taken the trouhle
to ask for it. Before hon. members make
sweeping charges such as have been made in
this Chamber, it would be better for them
to make sure that there was at least some
truth in them. As far back as January of
this year, steps were being taken by the
Premier, and by Cabinet as a whole, to make
provision for the unemployed. I propose io
quote from the actual records sy that there
shall be no mistaking the faets of the posi-
tion. On the 9th January the following civ-
cular was sent by the Premier to all Minis-
ters and to the chairman of the Main Roads
Board .—

With o view to relieving the present un-
employment situation, I shall be glad if you
will inform me urgeatly what work it is pos-
sible to put in hand at an early date, the pum-

ber of mea cach job will employ, and the esti-

mated cost of the work, N

Hon, W. J. Mann: What action did Min-
isters tuke in response to that circular?

The HONORARY MINISTER: I will
give the House the details. The Government
have nothing to hide regarding this ques-
tion. 1 do not care what Government any
kon. member may care to mention, I claim
that no Government have endeavoured to
do more than the Collier Government to
provide work for the unemployed of this
State at any time when such a step was
necessary.
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Hon. E. H, Harris: The Government hid
it well until the charges were made against
them. It is only now that you inform the
House that steps were taken.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I have
already indicated that instead of making
sweeping charges from time to time, hon.
members could have made inguiries to as-
certain the truth about the matter. Had
such inquiries been made, I do not think
we would have heard some of the sweeping
charges that have been levelled against the
Government,

Hon, H. Seddon: At any rate the first
step was taken on the 9th January.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Yes. On
that dafe the cireular was sent out by the
Premier, and on the 25th January, 90 men
were picked up as a result of that cireular.
From the 1st January to 23rd Febinary,
according to the figures supplied by tihe
State Labour Burean, 975 men were em-
ployed through that ipstitution. Hon. mew-
bers will find that represents a eonsiderably
larger number of men than have been em-
ploved through the State Labour Bureau
at any previous period.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Unforiunately, many
of them did not stay long on the joln.

The HONORARY MINISTER: 1 ecan-
pot help that. I am mevely showing that
there is no iruth whatever in the charges
laid against the Covernment in regard to
the way we handled the unemployed situa-
tion. On the 24th Febroary, the secretary
to the Premier, in reply to representations
from the secretary of the Fremantle Trades
Hall, sent to that official the following let-
ter:—

1 am directed by the Premier to acknowledge
receipt of your letter of the 9th inst. with re-
gard to unemployed at Fremantie. Mr. Collier
has a full knowledge of the position, which
has preatly improved since the date of your
letter, particularly as a result of men taken
up by the Government, The Premier has
already made available the sum of £350,000 in
excess of the provision on the Loan Estimates.
Tublic works of considerable magmitude are in
operation in various parts of the State, and
everything of this nature that ean possibly be
put in hand during the current financial yeor,
is now going on, or will start as seon as pre-
parations are completed.

On the 23rd March the Premier again wrote
to the seeretary of the Fremantle Trades
Hall as follows:—

In reply to your letter of the 22nd March,
regarding unemployment in the Frematitle dis-
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trict, [ have to advise you that the employment
difficalty in Fremantle, as well as in Perth,
has oceupied my attention coutinuously for
many months past, and the Government are
doing all that they possibly can in the way.
of finding work. The matter is principally one
of finance, and, while doing everything in my
power to alleviate the situation. Y regret to
say that I have no funds to start adaitional
work at the present juneture,

I quote those letters to show that the Pre-
mier has nothing to hide regarding the posi-
tion. From that period onwards, consider-
ation was given to the question of providing
employment for as large a number of men
as possible, with the result that on the 4th
May the Premier approved of the following
works i—

_The ballasting of the Tambellup-Ongerup
lingr——ro ’

That work was authorired iu respanse to
a communieation from the Secretary for
Ruilways, who said thar it would be possible
to put in the hallasting provided a sum of
£40,000 was made available, and that that
amount would be chargeable to Loan. He
also pointed out that the work would occupy
from six to seven months, and would ab-
sorb a total of 80 men. That amount was
provided by the Premier—

——the relaying of the track between Wyal-
catchein and Merredin; the down track in Ox-
ford-street, nt a cost of £10,158; Nedlands tram

track from King's Park gates to the terminus,
at a cost of £240971,

On the 23rd May ecommunications were sent
to the chairman of the Main Roads Board,
the Secretary for Railways, the Under Sec-
retary for Metropolitan Water Supply, the
Under Secretary for Works and Labour,
the Under Seeretary for Lands, the Conser-
vator of Forests, the Under Sceretary of
the Chief Seeretary’s Department, the Dir-
ector of Kdueation, the Director of Agri-
culture, the General Manager of the Agri-
cultural Bauk and the Under Scerctary for
Mines. At that time the Premier directed
the attenfion of the heads of the depart-
ments mentioned to the policy of the Gov-
ernment vegarding married men. He
sought their co-operation in forwarding sug-
gestions for suitable work er for putting
approved works in hand 'withdut delay. On
the same day the following works were ap-
proved - —

Eijanding Northwards railway, feeder roads,
£3,000; clearing roads for survey operations

* sonth of Southern Cross, £5,000; the widening
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of Wanneroo-road, £4,000; Subiaco reticnla-
tion area 16, £16,000. Fremantle reticulation
area 16, £10,500,

In advising the chairmaen of the Main Roads
Board regarding Cabinet’s approval of the
road work I have mentioned, the Secretary
of the Premier’s Department informmed him
that the Premier would be grateful if the
works could be put in hand at the earliest
possible moment so as to absorb some of
the unemployed. T ask hon, members to
bear in mind the date I am quoting—the
23rd May. On the same day work in eon-
nection with the down track for the trams
in Oxford-street was approved. On the
25th May the president of the State Execu-
tive of the Australian Labour Party was
written to by the Seeretary to the Premier
as follows:—

With reference to the unemployment ques-
tion, J have to advise you that this matter was
fully discussed at a recent Cabinet mseting, and
approval has now been given to the placing in
hand of a considerable amount of Government
work, The Ongerup line will be proceeded
with, involving an expenditure of £40,000. Ap-
E‘roval has been given for road clearing in the
Castern and Great Southern districts, involving
£5,000; £4,000 has been ullocated for road
widening in the Wanneroo distriet; £3,000 for
the Ejanding Northwards railway feeder road;
£3,469 for Chidlows-York-road: several other
minor works have been approved involving
about £2,500. Authority has been given for
the reticulation of a farther area in the Subisco
distriet, involving £16,000, The relaying of
the tramline along Walcott-street is to be put in
hand, and the relaying of the down track in
Oxford-sireet. The praetice previously in foree
of preferenec to married men will be continned
so far as the metropolitan area 1s concerned.

I would peint out that the date of that letter,
the 25th May, was two months before the
demonstrations that My, Haris savs were
responsible for the Government putling any
work in hand. On the 11th July

Hon. W. J. Mann: Yon have had nothing
to =ay ahout the month of June. Are you
aware that the Government fook a numbe -
of men from the Marearet River in June
and put them back in July?

The HONORARY MINISTER : No.

Hon. W. J. Mann: If you look it up, you
will find it is eorreei. The men had been
there for five years,

The HONORARY MINISTER: 1 should
he glad if the hon. member would supp'y
me with partieulars. T know absolutely
nathing of it, but I have no doubt that if
what the hon. member says is correct, there
was very good reason for it.
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Hon. W. J. Mann: You can get the par-
ticulars from the Public Works Department.

The HONQORARY MINISTER: I wish
the hon. member would be fair, If he
wishes me to read the whole of the file, I
shall read it. I am qguoting what has
actually been approved of. I do mnot wish
to take up the time of the House by reading
the whele of the corrvespondence on the
question of putting these works in hand.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: It has been pointed
out that there is % break of two months.

The HONORARY MINISTER: There iz
no break at all. I am quoting these docu-
ments because they refer to the partienlar
work put in hand. On the 14th July Cab-
inet approved of £26,000 being advanced
from the Traffic Trust Account as a pound
for pound subsidy to munieipalities. Cir-
culars to loeal authorities were sent out on
the 16th July, and the unemploved demon-
stration occurred on the 23rd July, again
proving that there is no truth in the state-
ment to which T have referred. On the 1Btk
July further cireulars angd letters were sent
out to the Secretary for Railways, Under
Secretary for Works and Labour, Chairman
of the Main Roads Board and the Under
Secretary for Metropolitan Water Supply,
couched in the following terms:—

Would you kindly advise me as early as pos-
gihle, for the information of the Premier, the
number of men additional to the present staff
you anticipate engaging next month.—L. E.
Shapeott, Secretary, Premier’s Department,
On the 23rd July the following report was
received :—

Clearing south of Southern Cross. Rogers,
supervisor Main Roads Board, has gone io
Southern Cross to-day to report. He will be
hack at the end of the week. Subject to water
supplies they will be able to pick up 50 men
at the beginning of next week, say the 30th,
50 men at the end of the same week, and 50 or
more men each week until 400 are absorbed.
Fiftv-six men are alrealdy employed at Mol-
lerin in road clearing. and a further 25 men
will be required this week. A hundred and
eight men arec employed at Newdegate, and 25
more will be put ov this week. A sum of
£26.070 has been offered to muniecipalities from
ihe Traffie Trust Account for the provision of
work, Smaller metropolitan municipalities and
Geraldton and Bunbury have heen offered a
pift of pound for pound on all moneys they
oxpend immediately to ahsorb unemployed.
Perth, Fremantle, and Subiaco will be similarly
notified if the Premier approves,

‘Those were approved of on the 23rd July,
which was the date of the first unemployed
demonstraiion. T have quoted those docu-
ments to show that the Government have
been fully alive to the situation and that
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they went as far as it was possible for them
to go in making preparations to meet the
unemployed dilfieulty. It may be as well
if I read the report of the Main Roads
Board, dated the 23th July. Tt shows that
the number of men emploved on the 7th
July was 800 and the number employed on
the 14th Ju'y was #59. It goes on to say
that contracts for works involving an esti-
mated cost of £62,712 had been advertised,
while the va'ue of proposed works that
could be put in hand if State funds were
provided was £32,500. Included in those
works was the straightening of the Belmont.
rond. That is the work to which Sir Ed-
ward Wittenoom took exception, in view of
the state of other roads. The cost was
£4500. That work was approved and is
now in course of eonstruetion. That was a
very dangerons eurve at which there had
been a series of accidents involving fatalities,
and I think it was an essential work. I
am very pleased that it has been put in
hand.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: What [
complained of was the want of supervision
affer a road is made.

The HONORARY MINISTER: T under-
stood the hon. member complained of the
Government putting men on to that road in
view of the fact that other roads over which
he had recentlv travelled were in a bad state
of repair.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: That is
quite eorrect.

The HONORARY MINISTER : The
Secretary for Railways notified the Premier
nnder date lst August as follows:—

Sinee the date of your memo. (18th July)
93 men have heen picked up for relaying, re-
sleepering, ete., for periods ranging from 10
days upwards. A further 177 men are required
for ballasting, relaying, resleepering, plate-lay-
ing, eulvert work, ete., and although the dates
on whieh these works will he put i hand are
in some instances wneerfain, it is hoped that
they will all be commenced within the month.
The foregoing includes all the requirements of
adult labour that can be foreseen, but in addi-
tion we shall probably need another 15 yonths
as engine cleaners.

Tn order to summarise the position and
make perfect'y clear that there was no truth
in the reference made by Mr. Harriz, T will
hriefly review the faets from the beginning
of June, which inclundes the menth alluded
to by Mr. Mann. On the 7th June there
was a conference at the D'remier’s office at
which there were present the Premier, the
‘Minister for T.ands, Messrs. Bankes Ameory.
Gepp, Gunn, Robinson, the Under Treasurer,
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Engineer-in-Chief, Surveyor General, Chair-
man of the Main HRoads Board, Engineer
for Water Supply, and Under Secretaries
for Works and Lands. They discussed pro-
posals for clearing roads and land and pro-
vision for water supplies in the Forrestania
area.  The Premier undertook to make
funds available for work immediately in
antieipation of approval being seeured from
London and Canherra. The employment of
400 men was discussecd. The conference
adjourned to the office of the Migration and
Development Commission to discuss details.
On June 11 a further discussion with
Messrs. Bankes Amerv and eompany lasted
alt day, when the detailz were discussed.
On the 20th June a start was made under
instructions from the Premier to pick up
men for clearing in the Mollerin area. On
the 11th July Survevor Hall went to For-
restanih. On the 12tk July the Premier
instrueted that work should proceed in the
Forrestania area as soon as necessary water
supplies were assured. On the 23rd July
the unemployed demonstration oceurred in
Perth. Men were picked up for Forrestania
as follows: 2nd Augnst, 50; 7th August,
50: 10th August, 50; 14th Awngust, 50. On
the 17th August a conference of the Min-
ister for Lands, the Manager of the Agri-
coltural Bank and the Chairmaun of the
Main Roads Board decided to proceed with
land eclearing in the Forrestania area with
a view to the employment of 200 men. On
the 21st August the Chairman of the Main
Roads Board wrote to the Secretary to the
Premier’s Department as follows:—

T attach statement showing works put in
hand for relief of unemployed. The number of
men picked up to date totals 572, We are

going ahead with arrangements to pick up an
additional 200 for Forrestania land elearing.

Hon. W. JJ. Mann: The work at For-
restania and Mollerin would have had to be
done in any event.

The HONORARY MINISTER : That
worl: would not have been put in hand at
the time but for the unemployed difficulty.
There would have been no necessity to do
the work at this juncture. I think members
will realise that the scheme is a big one and
that it is necessary to have absolute co-
ordination between the several departments
concerned. There has been considerable
difficulty regarding 1he provision of water
for the men. Tt is quite a big undertaking
to send, say, 400 men into the heart of the
countrv where there are no roads and where
there is no provision for transport of any
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kind, except what has been made during the
last week or two. Those men have been
scattered about the country in small gangs;
they have to be fed and provided with water.
Many are the arrangements that it is neces-
sary to make for them in order that they
might do their share of the work in the
Forrestania district.

Hon. J. Cornell: I hope they will clear
the land a little better than did the unem-
ployed at Newdegate.

The HONQORARY MINISTER: I do not
care to make any suggestion as to how the
men are likely to clear the land, but let
e infortn the hon. member that the reports
to hand show that the men engaged in clear-
ing land in that distriet are making a very
good job of it, and are clearly disproving
the statements made by some members of
this House that the average Britisher is not
capable of doing that class of work.

Hon. J. Cornell: The trouble at Newde-
gate was the burning, not the chopping down
of the timber.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I do not
know manch about the Newdegate affair, bmt
I am in close touch with this work, and it is
pleasing to have such excellent reports of
the manner in which the men are tackling
the work. It must be remembered, also, that
a majority of the men had had no previous
experience of that elass of work and that a
big proportion of them were married men
with families, thus giving the lie to the
statement so often repeated in this House
that the Britisher will not go out on that
work and will not stiek it when he gets there.
I hope that the reports to be received from
time to time will be as favourable as the
reperts that so far have come to hand.

Hon. J. Cornell: The Honorary Minister
surely eannot make a comparison hetween
the present and the past positions. They
are not at all comparahle.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Of
course they are,

Hon. J. Corneli: Not at all.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Those men have only
gone ont there now becansze they were starv-
ng.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Ts thet
a crime?

Hon. T. J. Holmes: No,

The HONORARY MINISTER: What
would the hon. member expect them to do%
T thought the growl] that had been raised in
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this Chamber was to the effect that those
men wounld not undertake that class of work
in any cirenmstances.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: On your own showing
they will not, except when they are starving.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The hon.
member cannot point to any siatement of
mine that the men will not undertake such
work. I have pever made a statement to
that effect.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: You have proved
that they have not done it till now.

The HONORARY MINYSTER: There has
been no necessity for them to do it

Hon. J. J. Holmes: There is a neces-
sity for it every year.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The hon.
member knows that is not frue. A majority
of the men now engaged on that class of
work have been following other oceupations
and, while they were in other employment,
there was no need for them to seek that
class of work. Regarding the steps taken
to provide employment, I may also state
that one of the first things T wasg tolg when
the Labour Bureau was handed over to my
care was that Cabinet, at two or three pre-
vious meetings, had given quite a lot of con-
sideration to the question of providing work
for the unemployed, and that at the next
meeting it was expeeted some schemes would
be submitted or at any rate that T would be
placed in possession of the facts regard-
ing the amount of work likely to be available.

Hon. J. Cornell: Has the Honorary
Minister any assurance that the men who
are doing the chopping down intend to re-
turn to do the burning off¥

The HONORARY MINISTER: I do
not require any sueh assurance.

Hon. J. Cornell: They cannot burn off
until March.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I am
not concerned sbout the month in which
they ean burn off, or about the class of
timber they chopped down. I have suffi-
cient eonfidence in the men to be satisfied
on the reports received that there is going
to be no mistake sbout this clearing. If
they earry on as they are doing now, the
Government will be satisfied with the work
they have done.

Hon. E. H. Harris: Is it not a faet
that they have not undertaken to burn off,
only to ring-bark the trees?

The HONORARY MINISTER: I do
not know what inference the hon. member
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wishes us to draw from that remark. Does
bhe wish to infer that these men should
andertake to burn the timber?

. Hon. J. Cornell: If they have not un-
dertaken to burn it, and have nof properly
sapped the trees, God help the men who
get the country?

The HONORARY MINISTER: ‘The re-
ports show that these men are doing the
work most satisfactorily.

Hon. J. Cornell: I hope they are.

The HONORARY MINISTER: They
show that the men are doing it better than
the average clearing work has been done
ap to the present by alien labour.

Hon, C. F. Baxter: That remains to be
seen next March.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I am
speaking from the reports T have had.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: The reports are all
very fine.

The HONORARY MINISTER: It is
surely futile to say that the Government
have been lax. Is it expeeted that the
Government ‘shall provide work for every
man whe comes into the country, the
moment he arrives? I have preached the
gospel of the right to work, and on more
than one ceccasion have said it is necessary
that the Government should provide work
for the unemployed. I say the same thing
now. From my experience of this Gov-
ernment during the last two or three
months T maintain that ne body of men
eould have done more than they have.

Hon. W. J. Mann: Do vou not ¢hink
they are taking the eredit for relieving
the unemployed situation in connection
with the 3,000 farms scheme by starting
work which would have been done whether
there was unemployment or not?

The HONORARY MINISTER: No. I
have documents to show that the Premier
agreed to make money available for the
purpose in anticipation of getting it, in
order that this work might be earried out.

Hon. W. J. Mann: We read every day
in the Press that the Government are push-
ing on with the work,

The HONORARY MINISTER: T am
quoting from documents which are some
weeks old. The whole of my argument
goes to show there is no proof in the state-
ments that the Government did not make
any move in the matter until the demon-
stration of nnemploved occurred. The state-
ments that nothing was done until after the
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demonstration are refuted by the facts 1
have related from the oflicial documents, No
one deprecates the use of the police on that
oceasion more than I do, or than every
member of the Government does. It is
rather illuminating to refer to the faets.
The Government Lave never at any time
objected to demonstrations by the unem-
ployed. I say that deliberately. 1t has
been said that the Government have ob-
jected. The unemployed are snbjeet to the
same laws and procedure as any other sec-
tion of the community. For weeks prior
to the 23rd July they had demonstrated
by marching from the bureau to the Es-
planade by a certain route.

-Hon. J. Cornell: And they were fined
over the Bight Hours’ Day processiou.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

The HONORARY MINISTER: No ex-
ception was taken to that route being fol-
lowed, The reason why they were fined was
not hecause they demonstrated. It is no use
trying to draw a red herring across the
trail. I made the definite staternent that for
weeks prior to July 23rd these men had
been marching daily from the bureau to the
Esplanade along a certain route, and no
exception was taken to it. They held their
meetings on the Esplanade, and were not in-
terfered with. When they decided to parade
the main streets of the city, during the busi-
ost hours of the day, thus interfering with
the traffie, and when thev decided to hold
a meeting in Barrack-street outside the doors
of the Treasury, naturally the police had to
take some action,

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Quite right, too.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The police
only carried out their duty, and yet the
Government are blamed for the action of
the police.

Hon. J. Cornell: T onlv contrasted the
action of the police and the Government on
that occasion with the action taken in con-
nection with the tea rooms strike.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Mr. Fraser was the
only member who complained about it in
my presence,

The HONORARY MINTSTER: The hon.
member, was not here all the time. All the
allegatinns that have been made about the
use of batons, ete., are not founded on fact.
No instance has been reported of any indi-
vidual having suffered in any way at the
hands of the police. Nevertheless statements
are made that the police did use batons and
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force without baving the occesion to do so.
No doubt if force had been used, at least one
individual would have felt the effeet of it,
and some report would have been put in
about it.

. .Hon. J. Cornell: Was the Honorary Min-
ister present when the police vode into
them?

The HONORARY MINISTER: No.

Hon. J. Cornell: I was there. Why did
the mounted police come out armed with
batons and ride into the community as they
@id? -

The HONORARY MINISTER: Will
the hon. member deny that batons were not
used

Hon. J. Cornell: Will the Honorary Min-
ister deny that they were not ready fo.
use if wanted?

The HONORARY MINISTER:
police usnally carry hatons.

Hon. J. Cornell: I have never seen oue

The

before.
The PRESIDENT: Order!
The HONORARY MINISTER: Why

‘does the hon. member wish fo criticise in that
way? At no time did the police use batons
in the execution of their duty on those
0CCaAsIons.

Hon. E. H. Harris: They are never with-
ont their batons.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Tt must
also be remembered that the number of
unemployed taking part in the demonstra-
tion wag nowhere near the number regis-
tered at the burean. The numhers were com-
paratively small. T do not think that on any
oceasion the number of genuine wnemployed
in the ranks of the demonstrators exceeded
150. If they did, there would have been very
few over that numher. Crowds collected as
a result of the efforts of the unemployed to
hold a meeting in Barrack-street, and there
were possibly 1,000 or more persons eon-
grezated there. This rendered the position
worse than it wonld otherwise have been.
The nnemploved were eonsiderably ontnum-
bered by the onlookers. At no time a4id
tha Premier refnse to receive a deputation
of renresentatives of the wnemploved. al-
thourh <tatement= tn the contrarv have heen
made. When the Prentier received the de-
rntation the renresentatives were satisfied
with what he had to sav tn them. Thevr
gave him an assnrance that the nnemnloved
wonld earrvy on as thev had done hefors.
and wonld sfick to the old route. and that if
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they desired to alter that route to one which
would traverse the main streets of the city,
they would ask permission as any other sec-
tion of the community would do. In spite
of that undertaking, at the whim of one or
two individuals who were not genminely un-
emaployed, they turned away from the route
agreed up, and traversed one of the main
thoroughfaves of the eity.

Hon. J. Cornell: 1 have heard members
of Parliament say worse things about the
Labour Government than the unemployed
said that day. :

The PRESIDEXNT: I must ask the hon.
member not to interject so wuch,

The HONORARY MINISTER: No onc
reulises more than do I and other members
of the Government the misery and the
plight of the man who wants work but
cannot find it. 1 have been unemployed,
and have also had entrusted to me the duty
of handling unemployed, particularly in
Fremantle a few vears ago. I did not re-
quirg any demuonstration {o realise that
something had to be done to meet the situa-
tion that conitouled us. There is no ob-
jeetion to the unemployed demonstrating,
but they cannot, at the whim of one or two
individuals who are not genuinely unem-
ployed, take charge of the city. That is
what it meant, and all that the police did on
the oceasion was to earry out their duty.
They did their duty in a way that I think
deserves the compliment paid to them by
Mr. Nicholson yesterday. I now ecome fo
another very important subjeef, namely,
alien labour,  Several members have re-
ferred to that labour as againgt British
lIabour,

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: I think my
reference was fo the absence of British
labour.

The HOXORARY MINISTER: I am
somewhat astonished that some members
appear so eager to decry their own country-
men, and laud the virtues of the aliens that
we receive in this country to the tume of
many hundreds per annum. If I remember
rightly, some members were in the fore-
front of the agitation for preference to
British goods. They could puat up quite a
good and interesting speech as to why we
should buy British, he British, ete. Appar-
ently that has nothing to do with the em-
ployment of British labour. I am surpiised
at the remarks of one or two members. Here
we have the spectacle of hundreds of our
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own kith and kin looking for work but un-
able tv find it, while hundreds of aliens,
many of whom cannot speak a word of Eng-
lish, are absorbed in our agriealtural and
pastoral industries alimost on the very day
when they land. Is that fair? Not only
are they taking the place of Britishers, but
are sending their money out of the State,
whieh represents a dead loss to the State.
I have no objeetion to any man eominz
bere of his own volition so long as he is
prepared to aceept the conditions of life as
we understand them, and to maintam the
standard of living 'we have reached. |
have, however, a very strong objection to
preference being given to aliens who are
not used to our standard of living, and
whose continned employment must even-
tually result in a reduction of that standavl,
Much of what has been said outside this
House arises from the remarks that Buit-
ishers were not prepared to do their work
properly. It has been argued that Southern
Europeans are more satisfactory workers
than the Britishers. In support of this
argument cases have been quoted to show
that Britishers bave not finished their con-
tracts, in other words they bhave given
trouble to the farmers. Granting that these
cases may be true, are we to condemn all
those of our people who are prepared tu
follow this class of work? Are we to say,
because some men have not been willing to
honour their contracts, that no Britisher
is willing to honour his contract? Becausc
some Britishers, as suggested by Mr, Hall,
are not physically capable of earrying out
this elass of work, are we to say that all
our men are physically incapable of doinz
it? Not long sgo they were physically
capable of taking part in a much greater
class of work than this particular class.
I say it is a libel on the British and a libel
on Australians when members of this Cham-
ber make such statements by way of sub-
stantiating their argument that the Souih.
ern Europcan or alien worker i= a betler
worker than the Britisher or the Australiao.

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: It is not so much
a question whether it is a libel as a ques-
tion whether it is true.

The HONORARY MINISTER: It is nol
true, although ecertain cases of the kind T
have indicated can be qguoted. T have per-
gonal knowledge of one case that I could
not possibly support. Two or three cases,
however, are not to be taken as examples
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of the whole of our people who are desirous
of doing that elass of work. I have done
the work myself. I have worked with
scores of men at labour of that kind, and
from my personal expericnce I can declare
that our men are equal to, if not better than,
Southern Europeans or other aliems enter-
ing this State. I am afraid we must look
for some other reason to explain the pre-
ference given to aliens, Possibly the chief
reason has been supplied by the remarks
of Sir Edward Wittenoom and Mr. Haw-
ersley. Sir Edward quoted rates of pay and
contract prices offered for clearing work
on a certain large property. He quoted 12s.
per day and find themselves, or 31s. 6d. per
acre, half to bhe paid on completion uf

eutting down., There is nothing to
indicate  whether 1he price mentioned
is fair, but in view of the fact

that Sir Bdward stated there were mno
applications from Britishers I think it fair to
assume that the priee is not based on ordin-
ary working conditions as lo hours and so
forth, particularly as Mr. Hamersley said
sald that he knew of many Britishers who
had gone into the eountry looking for that
class of work and had not been able to get
it. At that time Mr. Hamersley advanced
another explanation—the action of the Agri-
cultura! Bank. The daily rate quoted by
Sir Edward Wittenoom is much below the
basic wage for the State. On a sik-day
week it amounts to £2 12s., as against the
basic wage of £4 5s. While it may possibly
suit some single men to work for the remun-
eration quoted, is it to be expected that any
married man eould possibly do such work
for that rate of pav?

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: But sup-
pose the farmer eannot pay more?

The HONORARY MINISTER: We shall
have to wait some considerable time to ascer-
tain whether the farmer cam or cannot pay
the standard rate. Jt is a risk the farmer
must take. The hasic wage for this State
has been fixed by the Arbitration Court at
£4 5s. per week. That amount has been
fixed as a reasonahle wage. If men are to
be emploved at a daily rate of 12s, at work
whieb is not continuous, which is not obtain-
able all the vear round, and are to find them-
selves, one cannot well expeet to get a very
high class of labour.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: But if
people cannot- pay the basic wage, what are
you going to do?
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The HONORARY MINISTER: T have
argued that if an industry cannot pay the
basie wage, it chould close down. In my
opinion no mdustry shonld he utilised for
the purpose of lowering our standard of
living.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: You be-
lieve that no bread is better than balf a
loaf't

The HONXORARY MINISTER: I do not
helieve that at ail. Mr. Hamersley threw
further light on the subject when he said—

T know that many men have gone into the
country to look for work, and that it has been
exceedingly difficult for them to get it there.
Tn these days farmers are particularly ecared to
put on additional hands, beeause they do not
know what liability they will incur 1n addition
to the wages they will have to pay. Many of
them are quite prepared to find work at per-
haps a nominal wage of £2 per week

Let hon. members mark the rate, £2 per
week,
——but they are not willing to pav the rates
fixed by the Arbitration Court.
Tn response to an interjection hy Mr. Gray
that no rates are fixed by the Arbitration
Court for this elass of work, Mr. Ham-
ersley said—

No, thank goodness, but the moment rates
are fixed the hon. member will find that there

will be one big strike, and that strike will be
on the part of the farmers.

Taking these remarks and the quotation
from Sir Edward Wittenoow’s speech in
conjunction with the resolution carried at a
recent conference of farmers’ representa-
tives held in Perth, it does appear that this
is the erux of the situation, and that an
effort is being made to have developmental
work done under conditions and for wages
whirh are not acceptable to the avernge
Britisher.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: Britishers
are not taking the work.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The hon.
member hag gaid that, or something to that
effect. on several oceasions already. I have
pointed ount that qunite a larce number of
our men are doing that work at present in
the Southern Cross area, and are doing it
quite ax satisfactorily as any other body of
men could be experted to do it. It must
also be remembered that many cases have
been reported where Southern Europeans
have been employed for a mere pittance in
addition to their keep, while in only too many
cases the prices offered for clearing have
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been the equivalent of, and even less than,
the amount the Agricultural Bank would
advance.

Hon. J. Cornell: Men without money
cannot pay any more.

The HONORARY MINISTER: That is
right; I have no qoarrel with that state-
ment. But it is not to be expected that the
Agricultural Bank would advance the full
value of the work done—the bank must have
a margin—and it follows that in the ecases
to which I have just referred a definite
effort has heen made to reduce the standard
of the work. It is well known that, gener-
nlly speakine, the alien labourer iz not par-
ticnlar as to the number of hours he works;
neither is he very particular as to the living
ronditions he bas to put up with. Person-
al'y I do not blame him for this; I suppose
in most cases even these conditions are
superior to what the alien bas been used to
in his own country. I do think, however,
that these eircumstances supply one reason
why the Britisher has made no applieation
for some of the work, We have to remem-
ber, moreover, that the majority of the
aliens cannot speak English when they arrive
here. Thev are in a strange country, away
from their own friends, and they have to
take the adviee of such of their countrymen
as have eome here hefore them. 1 am afraid
that in only too many cases the new arrivals
are hoodwinked. It is no wonder that the
Britisher is not prepared to apply for clear-
ing work if the farmer is not prepared to
pay the proper rate for it. I am not sug-
gesting that in all cases the farmer gets the
advantage of the reduced rates to which T
have referred. T know of mony cases where
a contractor has taken a contraet at the fair
average price ruling in the country in which
he was clearine, and where the contractor
has engaged slien lahour, oceasionally at a
mere nothing in addition to their keep. Of
course the coniractor is the man who has
reaped the benefit, and not the farmer. One
very illuminating case was reported to me
within the last few weeks. The owner of a
bloeck who required ecerfain eclearing work
done was informed that the contractor was
prepared to do any amount of clearing thae
might be required with a gang of 16 aliens,
and that the contractor would wait until
after the harvest for payment; further, that
if necessary, in the event of the first harvest
not being profitable. the contractor would
wait until after the seeond harvest.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: Verv ae-
commodating. )
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The HONORARY MINISTER: Is it to
be wondered at that Britishers find difficalty
in securing this elass of work when the work
can be done on such terms by alien labour?
My informant in this case is the member for
Kimberley (Mr. Coverley), who is the
owner of the property referred to. If this
kind of thing is going on, if numbers of
farmers consider only their own interests,
and are prepared to give preference to
alien lahour over British labonr——

Hon. E, H. Harris:
was that offer made?

The HONORARY MINISTER: At Mun-
tadjin. Much has been made of the fact
that Anstralia is 98 per cent. British, If
that is so, then I elaim that Australia is
more British than Britain herself. The
figures have been used to show that the
small number, comparatively speaking, of
aliens who arrive in the Commonwealth
cannot affect us seriously. Some members
bave put up that argument. However. if
we delve a little deeper into the subject,
we find that the matter is more serions
than appears on the surface.

Hon. J. Cornell: The only alternative
is to exclude those people.

In what locality

The HONORARY MINISTER: 1 am
not suggesting exclusion at all. The pro-

portion of Southern Europeans coming into
Australiz when compared with the popu-
lation of Australia is doubtless small; but
when it 18 compared with the population of
Woestern Australiz and regard is paid to
the fact that something like 50 per cent. of
the Southern Europeans migrating to the
Commonwealth come to Western Anstralia.
a different state of affairs is disclosed. A5
practically the whole of the Southern-
European migrants to this State are ab-
sorbed in the agricultural community and
are engaged in developmental work here.
it will be seen that the percentage is par-
tienlarly high.

Hon. G. W. Miles: But is it correct
that 50 per cent. of them come to Western
Australin?

The HONORARY MINISTER: Yes.

Hon. G. W. Miles: T thought Queensland
took more of them.

The HONORARY MINISTER: No.
About 50 per eent. come to Western Aus-
tralis. Regarding the matter from that
point of view, one must admit that there
is a problem with which we have to deal.

[COUNCIL.]

I bave no objection to any man entering this
State of bhis own volition and doing the
best he can for himself: but I do object
to preference being given to these men
over our own men. If we continue to
receive Southern Europeans in the num-
bers in which we have received them
hitherto, the time is not far distant when
some other trouble will erop up, a tronble
much more serious than the unemployed
problem with which we are endeavouring
to deal now,

“Hon, W. J, Mapn:
preference fo unionists?

The HONORARY MINISTER: No, I
agree with it; but I do not see that pre-
ferenece to nnionists has any bearing what-
ever on preference to alien labour. If an
alien becomes a member of a uniom, he is
entitled to preference in the same way as
& Britisher. There is no connecktion be-
tween. the two subjects, and it is useless
for hon. members to try to get we
into an argument on those lines.  Another
disquieting fact is that alien immigration
is not confined to the Italians who have
been so often quoted during discussions of
the question. Generally speaking, the
Italian is a good fellow and, as we have
proof in several distriets, makes an ex-
cellent settler. I am now referring to
distriets such as Spearwood, where there are
quite a number of Jtalians and Jugo-Slavs,
as well a5 a few Australians. All of them
are doing good work, and we have no
guarrel with them.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: You do not guarrel
with them becaunse they are in your prov-
inee,

The HONORARY MINISTER: Not at
all, Other distriets conld be quoted. T
hope the hon. member does not think T am
taking a parochial view of the subjeet.
The matter is one affecting the whole
State, and any remarks T make on it are
not made from a parochial standpoint. I
quoted Spearwood as one case proving my
peint. Nothwithstanding my eriticism of
the alien labour preblem, T am still pre-
pared to admit freely that in many ecases
Ttalians make excellent settlers. They have
inade good in more districts than one, and
personally T have no cuarrel whatever with
them.

Do you object to

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.
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The HONORARY MINISTER: Before
tea 1 was remarking that anoiher disquiet-
ing feature in respect of alien imwmigration
is that it is not limited to Tialians., There
are others, however, whose standard of liv-
ing is in no way commensurate with our own
and who, if no check is put upon the num-
bers arriving here, must necessarily provu
& menace to our standard of living. Quite
recently a boat arrived al Fremantle with
no fewer than 22 nationalities represented
amongst the immigrants. My own experi-
ence has been that there are some Southern
Europeans whose general standard of life is
certainly considerably lower than our own.
I make no apology for having dealt fairiy
fully with this subject. It is an important
question, diffienlt of satisfactory solutfion.
In the interests of our own people I ihink
the time has arrived when the Common-
wealth, whose responsibility it is, should
take some definite steps to deal with the
matter, There are several other subjects
to which I must refer. Mr. Stephenson al-
Iuded to the question of handiling cargoes,
such as phosphatic rock, sulphur, ete, at
Fremantle, and suggesfed that this should he
done by mechanical means. The question
of installing mechanical appliances for tak-
ing thie elass of rough dusty cargo out of
ships has been considered by the Fremantle
Harbonr Trust Commissioners. This class
of earzo has recently been handled at Auck-
land, New Zealand, by means of mechanieal
grabs. Al informtaion regarding this is
now in the hands of the Harbour Trusi
Commissioners, who are dealing with it, and
who probably will adopt a suitable system
short'y. The hon. member also referred to
the necessity for an alteration in the method
of fizing a wheat export standard. This
matter was passed on to the Minister for
Agriculture, who replied as follows:—

In reply to your letter of 9th inst. with re-
ference to Mr. H. A. Stepheneon’s, M.L.C,
remarks regarding the fixing of the wheat ex-
port standard when speaking to the Address-
in-reply, 7 have to advise that the Director
of Agriculture has for some considerable time
advocated a change in the method of anr hand-
ling and eelling wheat according to the f.a.q.
gtandard, and in this connection read a paper,
advoeating a more modern system, before the
agrieultural seetion of the Australasian Arso-
ciation for the Advancement of Science. The
two principal ohjections to the f.a.q. system
are— (1) TInavoidable delay eaeh searon be-
fore the standard ean be fixed, in eonae-
quenca of which 50 per cent. of our erop is

shipped before the standard is fixed, and (2)
a tendeney to reduce the quality uf our wheat
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as the result of inereasing amounts of foreign
matter Being mixed with it. The adaption of
a method whereby the Government woudd col-
leet samples instead of the Chamver of Coni-
meree as suggested by Mr, Stephenson, M.L,C,
would overcome neither of these objections, As
pointed out by the Director of Agriculture, both
these objections ean be overcome by the fising
of a permanent standard and that such ig
commercially practical is shown by the fact
that a permanent standard has been fixed
and adopted in connection with the wheat
which is shipped under Government certificate
prior to the fixing of the f.a.q. standard. This
standard is known ag the Western Australian
standard, and has been in operation for three
years, and concerning it no complainty bave
been received. This year over 23§ million
bushels were shipped according to this per-
magent standerd during the two months prior
to the fixing of the f.a.q. standara. This waa
about 30 per cent. of the total shipped ir that
period. An extract from the paper referred to,
which may be of interest, is enelosed herrwith.

This is the extract referred fo by the Min-
ister—

The aidlvantages of permanent trading stan-
dards in counection with the wheat trade are
summed up very conewsely in the report of the
Secretary of the United States Department of
Agriculture for 1924, who, after several years’
vxperience with it in the Tnited States of
Amoriea wrote: ‘‘Federal grain standard.
isation by establishing a uniform basis for
Tnterstate trading lessens the chances of mia-
understandings and disputes, givea confidenee
to buyers and sellers, and facilitates business
at every stage in the movement of grain from
the farm to consuming centres. It thus fends
to reduce distribution costs, and reduetion of
distribution costs is of practical value to the
farmer at any time. It iy especially useful
to him in times of low prices, when inefficient
distribution may saddle him with an intoles-
able burden of expense.

In addition T am advised by the NMinister
for Agriculture that the matter was dealt
with at the recent eonferenee of Ministers
of Agrioulture in Perth, when the following
resolution was passed:— :

It is uandesiralle to lower established stan-
dards of cxport products to mceet temporury or
seasotial conditions. :

The Minister for Agriculture continzes—

The Director of Agriculture advises me that
when direussing this question at the Premiers?
Conferenee, the Minigter for Agriculture
Kew South Wales elaborated the maiter ana
stated that we should fix a standard grade for
every product exported, no matter what it is,
but the grade should be standard throughout
the Commonwealth, and shonld be permansnt,
irrespective of whether we can export any of
that particular grade that year or mot. 1%
wag recognised that having standard gradens
for all products, would lead to a hetter market
for same, and it waa desired that provigion
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should be made to ensure that the first-grade
of any particular commodity would be always
the same, s0 as to automatically build up a
uniform standard for the world’s markets, and
further to ensure that when our product for
any particular reason is not first-grade, then
second-grade will he exported. The Director
further states that the time seems to have
arrived when we should adopt the sound busi-
ness principle of sciling aur products aceord-
ing to uniform standards of a permanent char-
acter, and not aceording to standaras that vary
fram year to year as in the case of our f.a.q.
wheat, und standards the fixing of whieh may
be influenced aceording to the desires of in-
terested persons. You wil! be interested to
learn that this year the department, at the
request of the produce merchants, fixed after
constltation with those merchants, a standard
of oats for export purposes. This was done
yoluntarily and without the nced for any Act
of Parliament, and if the merchants so desire
thev ean, when making sales, insist that a
econdition in the contraet shall pe that the
certificate of the West Australian Government
inspectors regarding weight and quality shall
be final,

Hon. H. A. Stephenson: Do you say {hey
made a standard for oats?

The HONORARY MINISTER: Yes, I
am so advised by the Minister for Agrieul-
ture. Another very important matier xe-
ferred to by Mr. Stephenson was the bulk
bhandling of wheat, The question whether
bulk handling should be introduced is one
of eeonomics, and depends particularly upon
whether the volume of wheat to be handled
is sufficient to warrant the overhead costs
involved in the installation of buildings and
other equipment neeessary for the purpose.
The Government have appointed a com-
mittee fo ascertain whether it would be move
economical to instal & terminal buik hand-
ling plant at Fremantle, or to provide addi-
tional faeilities for loading wheat in bags.
This committee consists of the Engineer-in-
Chief, the Secretary of the Fremantle Har-
bour Trust and the Director of Agricuiture.
Mr. Cornell referred to the harbour dis-
abilities at Hopetoun. A conference was
held on the 13th July, at whieh there were
present the Commissioner of Railways, the
Chief Mechanical Engineer, the Chief En-
gineer Ways and Works, the Chiel Traffic
Manager, the Engineer-in-Chief, the Chief
Harbour Master, and the Manager of the
State Shipping Service. The report, dated
5th May, 1928, of the masier of the m.v.
“Kybra” was considered, together with the
tonnage of wheat shipped at the jetty in
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recent years. For the last four years the
figures are as follows:— '

Seasen, Wheat shipped.
1023 .. 312 tons
126 473,
1927 1,03u
1928 1,300,

(to 30th June only)

Mr, Glyde stated that the State Shipping
Service had this year ecarried superphos-
phate sufficient for approximately 10,000
acres of land which suggested a wheat crop
next year of almost 40,000 bags. Allowing
10 per cent. for seed, this meant that there
would be some 3,000 tons of wheat to ship.
He also stated that it would be possible
to 1ift 9,000 bags (750 tons) per month on
the present steamer service if arrangerents
could be made to enable the “Kybra” to
remain alongside the jetty for longer hours
than were at present possible.

Hon. J, Cornell: Is the making of a reas-
onahle harbour at Hopetoun praciicable?
That is all the people want to know.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I do not
know that T can answer that question off-
hand. T will endeavour to get the informa-
tion for the hon, member,

Hon. J. Cornell: Thank youn.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Mr.
Hamersley commented upon the hospital ad-
ministration by the State. I think his
statements may he summarised as follows:—-
{(a) That the amendments to the Workers'
Compensation Act made it easier for hos-
pitals to finanece their operations. (b) That
he regreited the Entertainmenis Tax had
not enabled the hospitals to finance. (¢)
That Perth hospital was not attempting to
colleet fees from patients, {(d) That ex-
patients of the TPPerth Hospital have re-
marked that althongh wanting to pay, obs-
taeles were placed in their way. (e) Suggest-
ing that the police follow up ex-patients and
collect fees from them, as is done in the ease
of persons who receive railway fare tickets
from the Labour Burean. (f) Stating gen-
erally that many people who can afford to
pay for hospital treatment fail o do =o.
T submitted those remarks to the Minister
for Health, and he has been good enough to
supply me with some information, which
I propose to read—

{a) Workera’ Compensation Act: Undoubt-
edly the fact that the amendment Act has
placed the onuns on the employer to pay hos-

pital and medical accounts up to a maximum
payment of £100, has helped the hospitals in
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general, but this has not assisted the Perth
Hospital or the Children’s Hospital. In the
former case, workers’ compensation cases are
not dealt with. The professional work is done
by an honorary staff, who naturally object to
performing services gratis in respect of cases
for whom adequate financial provision is made
through the provisions of the Act. Tn the
cage of the Children’s Hospital, of course,
none of the patients are of an age to be
employeaes.

Entertainments Tax: Except for & small
Eercentage, being the cost of collection by the

ommissioner of Taxation, the whole of the
procceds of the tax are paid into a trust fund
and every penny utilised for the benefit of
hospitals. uring the last three yearg the
following nett amounts have been paid into
this trust fond:—

1925.26 (8 months) £19,160
1926-27 e £29938
1927.2% £32'886

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: Is that for
the upkeep of the hospitals or the buildinz
of new hospitals?

The HONORARY MINISTER: T cannot
say how it is allocated. Tt is additional
assistance over and above what has been
provided. I am not quite sure whether
there is any reference later on to what the
hon. member desires to know. Tt is a long
document and because it is partienlarly in-
teresting T would 1like to read it right
throngh—

All hospitals in the State have benefited by
the administration of this trust fund at the
hands of the Minister of Puoblic Health, as
will be seen from detailed statements that
have been laid on the Table of the House, as
required by the Entertainments Tax Act. The
reason why these funds have proved inade-
quate to meet the situation is that the de-
mands for hospital service are extending over
a wider field and the use of hospitals by the
population is increasing. The following figures
of the patient cost per day prove that the
hoapitals are economically managed and that
all the money available i3 carefully apent—

Pe(;th Hospital, 9s. 3d. per patient per

ay.

Children’s Hospital, 7s. 11d. per patient
per day.

Fremantle Hospital, 9a. 10d. per patient
per day.

30 departmental hospitals, inecluding many
small and expensive ones such as those
in the North-West, average 10s. 4d.
per patient per day,

48 committee hospitals, all of them small
and therefore relatively expensive,
16s. 1d. per patient per day.

The large hospitals in this State compared
with similar sized hospitals in the Eastern
States show expenditure figures per patient
per day of from 25 to 40 and up to 50 per
cent. Jess.
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It is gratifying to think we are carrying on
our hospitals at so mmuch lese cost than that
of the Eastern States.

Hon. G. W, Miles: By overworking ihe
nurses,

The HONORARY MINISTER: The re.
port goes on—

With regard to the alleged failure of the
Perth Hospital to collect fees, this is quite
jneorrect. Whereas in 1900 Perth Hospital
collected only £961 in fees, in 1910 it col-
lected £2,491 in 1915 £31,644; in 1920 it collected
£7.461, and for last year, 1926-287, a total of
£20.789 was collected.

For the eight years from 1912 to 1920 the
collections averaged £1 Ga. 6d. per patient.

For the past eight years the average bas
been £3 3a. 6d. per patient. ‘

Out of the average beds occupied, pension-
ers and other people who are not able to pay
oceupy 91 beds, uearly 25 per eent. of the
total accommodation. Against all other cases
debits are raised at 8s, per day, and of these
debits nearly 50 per cent, is eollected, gener-
ally by emall instalments,

The experience of the Medical Department
in collecting fees in respect of patients dealt
with in departmental horpitals is referred to
in paragraph (f).

(d) It is very hard to imagine, knowing
the keenness of the officials to colleet all
that they c¢an reasonably secure from
patients, and in view of the figures above
quoted showing the zetual resulte of their
efforts, that Mr. Hamersley’s statement is
correct.

{e) The police already have multifarions
duties to perform. On oceasions their ser-
vices are utilised to trace the where-
ahouts of wpnknown hospital debtors, but
the Police deelare emphatically and rightly
that the statement that they already col-
lect debts in respect of railway fares
advaneed by the Lahour Bureau is in-
correct. Occasionally it may have heen done,
hut not with the approval of the Police
Department. The attitnde of the Commis-
pioner is that the efficiency of a police foree
depends upon the goodwill of the law-abiding
community, Owing money is not a breach of
the law, and probably is indulged in more or
less by a large number of the eommunity. To
turn the police into a debt-collecting agency
would antagonise a large proportion of the
population, and therefore wundermine the
efficiency of the force.

(f) The experience of the Medical Depart-
ment in fee colleetion has been that the
amount collected, both in the aggregate and
in proportion {o the beds occupieg, has largely
increased,

In 1918-19 the department collected £16,158,
or an average of £36 per bed occupied, and in
1927-28 the collections amounted to £37,255,
with an average revenue of £75 10a. per bed,
an inerease of over 100 per cent.

These figurea embrace the Wooroloo Sana-
torium, where the collections are naturally on
a lower scale, If Wooroloo Sanatorium be
omitted, the department sueceeded in collect-
ing no less than £92 121 in respect of every
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bed oceupied, and when it is realised that
quite a eonsiderable proportion of the beds
are occupied by pensioners, by aborigines, by
State children, or other poor persons, and that
the total debit raised only amounts to £1335
per bed per annum, it will be seen that a very
high proportion indeed of the charges made
are actually collected,

In this matter of fee collection, Mr. Ham-
eraley’s remarks may have been true 12 or
18 years ago, but they do not apply in the
faintest degree at the present time.

* For the year 1927, for instance, ail the hos-
pitals in the State suecceeded in collecting no
less than £81,148 from pativnts’ fees.

My, Hamersley was somewbat critical of
the port of Fremantle, He said—
" ¥reimantle unfortunately has the discredit
of being the most expensive port in Western
Australia. I am assured that in the outside
world Fremantle has already been mentioned
as one of the places that ships do not ¢are to
visit. Yrom a shipowner’s point of view it
i regarded with disfavour,
When asked where he got kis information,
Mr. Hamersley replied that he had got it
from several magazines and in correspon-
denrg that he had recived from people over-
sei.  The information, he said, had come
from outside the State entirely. That is a
serious reflection on the port, and I referrcd
his remarks to the ¥remantle Harhovr
Trust,
" Hon. G. W. Miles: ' Did he not say that it
was the most expensive port in Australia?
The HONORARY MINISTER : I would
not be sure. In any event it is quite clear
that he made the statement that Fremantle
was much worse than any other port in
‘Western Australia.

" Hon. J. J. Holmes:
to that?

The HONORARY MINISTER: I con-
sidered his remarks were a serious reflecticn
on the port, and I referred them to the Har-
bour Trust. It may be as well if I give the
House the benefit of the Trust’s reply in
full. Statements of this kind if dissemin-
ated without contradiction are apt to have a
serious eflect, not only on the port, but on
the State.

Hon. J. Cornell: You would have to go
to “Hansard” to find out what had been
said; you would not find it anywhere else.

The HONORARY MINISTER: That
may be so, but my experience is that these
things have a nasty habit of slipping out
and being uced when least expected. Con-
sequently it iz wise to take nofice of what

What is the answer
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is said in the Chamber, The Fremantle Har-
bour Trust's reply is as follows:—

To suggest that Fremantle 1s a port which
is not vigited by ships owing o its costs is,
1 fear, like drawing a red herring across the
trail. One would imagine from Mr. Hamer-
slev’s remarks that ships tramped round the
world and ealled in at seleeted ports to com-
pete for freight so that a large number of
ships attracted to a port meant guick and
cheap transport to and from that port, and
so those of the community who deal with
ships would benefit in eheaper freights owing
to that competition, In practice of course it
is not so. A

Bhipping owners have either their regular
itinerary runs to and from and past eertain
ports on the world’s routes or accept contracts
to or from certain ports. Mr. Hamersley evi-
dently desired to tickle the ears of the wheat
producers, but he did not (at any rate in the
extract forwarded) mention that Australian
grown wheat is lifted mostly under the Aus-
tralian Grain Charter Pty. settled betwaen
charterers and shipowners, which sets out the
rates of transport from each port or combina-
tion of ports in each State of the Common-
wealth to certain ports or combination of
ports in Europe or at any rate at the delivery
end, :

The rates of grain freight from Fremantle
and other Western Australian ports are less
than from ports of South Australia, Victoria,
or New Sounth Wales, obviously due to the
shorter run to Europe rendered possible no
doubt by the geographical gituation of West-
ern Australia.

The fact is, too, that ships chartered to load
in Western Australian ports prefer Fremantle,
which is no doubt attributable to the fact
that Fremantle offers better despatch for
ships than ean the other ports, so that the
economically idle stay of the ship in port is
lessened and the ship is therefore the sooner
away again on her strictly earning stage of
steaming to the delivery end of her voyage.

It should also be noticed that the stevedor-
ing rates for wheat cargoes in TFremantle
{payable by the shipowner) are cheaper than
at the other ports in Western Australia and
compare quite favourably with other main
ports in the Commonwealth, so that this im-
portant outgoing to be paid by the ship i3 in
favour of Fremantle.

At Fremantle again the ship ean get the
whole of her supplies as well as ordinary re-
pairs to hul!l and machinery carried ount, which
is not always possible at the outports io
Western Australia,

The grain charter party under which the
ships load cargoes of grain allows very lib-
eral ‘'lay’’ days in the loading port, and
invariably Fremantle can load ships in many
less days than the shipowner allowy to the
shipper to get his curgoes to the ship, sv that
it ia not the fauit of the port or its adminis-
tration that ships are sometimes held in the
loading berth for days pottering on at a slow
rate when the trust possesdss the machinery
and genaral working power to load the ship
and send her off in probably hal? the time
she in fact takes to eomplete her load, and as
she is paying port dues calculated on the
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length of her stay in port she often bas a
heavier port bill to pay than she would have
had had advantage been takea by the ship-
pers to work as fast as provision has heen
made at the port to do. This important faet,
which adds to the ship's cost in port and in-
volves her loss of earning power, creating an
economic waste, is obviously no fault of the
port or its administration.

Taking the matter all round, if a compari-
son of aetual! money cost is made over given
periods, Fremantle might be found to be
somewhat dearer in port dues than other
main ports in Australia, but provision has
been made at Fremantle (all of whieh has
cost mueh money) to, by quick work, enable
a ship to save moie than the difference if
those who are responsible for handing the
cargo to the Trust for shipment made the
saving of time their main objeet, which they
at present do not appear to do.

Hon. G. W. Miles: The railways.

The HONORARY MINISTER: It is
pointed out here, the ships themselves.

Hon. G. W, Miles: Why the ships?

Hon, H. A. Stephenson: You have drawn
a red herring aeross the trail there; you
have not given the actual port charges.
That was what Mr. Hamersley referved to.

The HONORARY MINISTER: He
stated they were exceedingly high and on
that aceount ships did not care to come to
Fremantle. The Fremantle Harbour Traust
point out that the charzes at the port com-
pare favourably with those of any other
port.

Hon. H. A. Stephenson : Taken all round,
the charges at Fremantle are higher.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I am
giving the House the facts as they are
given io me by the Harbour Trust in
reply to Mr. Hamersley’s siatement. The
report eontinnes—

It is not an uneommon experience to see a
phip capable of working five to seven gangs
pottering on with one gang while wheat
slowly comes in from the eountry, notwith-
standing that the same firm of shippers has
peveral shiploads stacked in the berth, but
desires in order to save handling costs not to
touch the stack so long as grain can be got
ptraight from railway trucks direct from the
country into the ship within the lay days or
days of loading grace allowed by the charter
party contract, so saving eosts in what the
ghipper considers unnecessary handlings, but
for the strung out stay in port the ship is
paving.

The subject is a wide one, and one side of
the story should not be told without all the
other sides being also weighed in the balanece.
Fremantle is an exceptionally well.equipped
port for the handling of cargo, and the cost
of providing machinery, ete., has to he paid,
and obviously if that machinery is not allowed
to work to ita full sconomic limit there must
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be a loss, which, in the present scheme of
things, falls on the ship. However, the ship-
ownper with the full knowledge of the many
intricacies of the question as a whole, accepts
the rates fixed in the charter party to which
he has agreed, and any amount of grumbling
afterwards canvot affeet the position. As to
the saving of coats to the shipper and through
him, ne deubt, to the producer or grower, i
should be remembered that it is the policy of
the administration in this State to charge
nothing whatever in the shape of wharfage
dues or tolls upon producis of the soil or
loeally manufactured goods, so that the only
charge paid at Fremantle by wheat shipped is
2 handling charge which, by the way, is cut
so fine that the receipts do not meet the out-
goings in wages and upkeep of machinery,

Hon. H. A. Stephenson: What abont
the surcharges imposed during the war?

The HONORARY MINISTER: That
has nothing to do with the wheat ship-
ments at Fremantle. The statement con-
tinnes— :
The effect of this, it should be remembered, is
that the inwards traffic which does not exceed
the volume of the cutwards traffic has to
stand the upkeep of wharves, ete., which are
g0 largely used in the shipment of local pro-
ducts. In New Bouth Wales the shipper, and
through him the grower, has to pay 3id. per
bag as outwards wharfage, and in South Aus-
tralia the outwards wharfage is 1d. per bag.
Up to a few days ago there had been shipped,
of the last season’s wheat alone, over 5l
million bags, which, at the South Australian
rate of outwards wharfage, would have paid
to the Trust, as the Government, a sum of
no less than approximately £23,000, all of
which has, of course, been saved to the
grower. I suggest that were the whole sub-
ject investigated, the groweras would be woll
coutent to let matters alone.

That is wbat Mr. Stevens has reported,
on behalf of the Harbour Trust Commis-
sioners, regarding the statements that
have been made during the conrse of the
debate. The views expressed by Mr, Wil-
liams relative to lump sum setlements for
miners’ phthisis, under the Third Schedule
of the Workers’ Compensation Aect, have
been referred to the responsible Minister,
Hon. J. Cunaingham, for his earnest con-
sideration. The eomplaint made by Mr.
Mann that the Government had negleeted
the improvement of the more important
outports was referred to the Aeting Min-
ister for Works, and I have been advised,
throuch the Engineer-in-Chief, as follows—

It is questionable whether the cost of a
bridge over the Swan River to provide for
road and rail traffic should be debited to Fre-
mantle harbour, The increased cargo traffic

at other ports, as well as at Fremantle, is
being closely watehed and neeessary improve-
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ments, whether at Bunbury, Esperance or
elsewhere, have been and will be carried out
to meet essential immediate needs. The ulti-
mate requirement for harbour extengions at
the outports meantime ig being fully eonsid-
ered and proposals for the development of
each wilt follow in due course,

Hon. G. W, Miles: What about speed-
ing up work in conneetion with the Ger-
aldton harbour?

The HONORARY MINISTER: The
Engineer-in-Chief does not say anything
gbout that. The hon. member will prob-
ably have some information on that matter
before the close of the session. Mr. Mann
also referred to the aecommodation at
Cave House. His comments were fair and
accurate. It is evident that no matter
what expedient is resorted to, the accom-
modation available there will fall short of
the demands made by the public during
at least eight months of the year. Mr.
Mann’s statement in regard to the honsing
of the male staff was also correet. These
matters received the consideration of the
previons Government, but owing to the
fact that there was not anyv possibility of
money being found for work of that de-
seription at the time, nothing was done,
The position is now receiving my earnest
congideration, hut on account of money
being required for urgent developmental
work, it is hard to see that much money
ijs likely to be available for expenditure
upon resorts of this description. Mr,
Harris complained that the Speech of His
Exeellency the Governor did not indieate
the full programme of the Government. In
my opinion, the programme ontlined will
meet with the satisfaction of most hon. mem-
bers.

Hon. J. J. Holmes:
ment stop at that.

The HONORARY MINISTER: There
will probably be additional Bills of a minor
deserintion.  Naturally the Goavernment
conld not hind themselves down to introduee
anlv the legislation referred to in the Geov-
ernor’s Sneech. T do not know that any
previons Government ever did so.

Hon. J. T. Holmes: Tt nsed to be the eus-
tom to inelude everv lecislative proposal in
the Governor’s Speech.

The HONORARY MINTSTER : That
must have been a great many years ago.

Hon. E. H. Tarris: Governments have
been gradually departing from that prae-
tice,

Yes, if the Govern-
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The HONORARY MINISTER: I do not
know that the present Government have
made any departure from what kas been the
usua] custom. It would be impossible to
inc'ude the whole of the legislation, major
and minor, that the Government will bring
forward duoring a session. I have noted the
propheey made by Mr. Harris regarding two
of the Bills, namely, the Redistribution Bill
and the Anti-Profiteering Bill. He sug-
gested that failure to secure the passage of
those Bills thronugh the Legislative Council
would furnish an excuse for securing a dis-
solution.

Hon. J. Cornell: “Expedient” would be
the better word to use.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Either
word would serve the purpose Mr. Harris
had in view. However I accept his re-
marks more in the nature of a lesson in
political strategy.

Hon. E. H. Harris: The Premier does
not need any lessons in that!

The HONORARY MINISTER: 1 was
referring to myself, not to the Premier.

Hon. E. H. Harris: The hon. member
may be a little unzophisticated, but he is an
apt pupil. '

The HONORARY MINISTER: While
T can assure the hon. member that the Gov-
ernment have given no consideration to that
idea, nevertheless T thank him for his sug-
gestion. It may at some time or other, re-
ceive consideration at the hands of the Gov-
ernment. I do not desire to say any more
except to thank hon. members for the
patient way they have listened to my re-
marks. From my short experience as an
Honorary Minister, I helieve the Government
are seized with the necessity for doing every-
thing that will seeure the rapid developmert
of the State. It can truthfully he said that
we recognise our responsibilities in that
dircetion and that we are making every
effort to carrv those responsibilities (o a
successfull eonelusion,

THE CHTEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew—Central) [810]: i is pleasing for
me to be alle to sayv that while there has
heen an absence of anything like severe
eriticism of the Ministry during the debate
on the Address-in-reply, there has heen a
very weleome tendency to offer suggestions
that may be helpful to the Governument in
carrving out the work of administraiion. T
have listened with attention to the views of
hon. members on different political trob-
lems, and as those expressions of opinion
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were undoubtedly sineere, they are eutitled
to respectful econsideration. There was
much in the disenssions of an instruetive
character. and even if one in a responrsible
position haz already formed opinions on «
certain snbjeet, it is well to hear the argu-
ments on the other side. so as 10 bhe in 2
position to weigh those argnments carefvlly
and assess them correetly, shouid the time
arrive, when it is necessary to deeidz on the
merits or demerits of the particular tucs-
tion discussed. There was a period of 1y
life when I felt T was qualified to pose az
an instroctor of mankind generally—- -

Hon. J. Cornell: We all go through that
stage!

The CHIEF SKECRETARY: Yes. I felt
T was qualified to pose as that in regard to
everything that appertains to the govern-
ment of a country. But now I find that
rarely do T listen fo a common-sense speccii
on mattevs of public concern, without learn-
ing something that I was not acquainted
with before. That must also be the experi-
ence of those other members of the House
who, like mvzelf, have reached that stags of
life when they are not too proud to learn.
My task to-night is not to deal with the
phases of hon. memhers’ speeches that arve
agreeable to the Ministry and to myself.
My duty is to correct any miseonceptions
that may have arisen in the minds of hon.
members, and to supply them with informa-
tion which they have songht. and which if
is in my power to givee.  Mr. Holmes ir
generally eritical, but at the same time he is
always prepared to give credit where he
conceives it to he due. Mr. Holmes was
drawn into a disenssion on the State Tmple-
ment Works by Mr. Fraser's appeal for a
Royval Commission to invesfigate the ques-
tion of the preat reduetion in the number of
hands emploved since the works were first
established. He was fair enough to pay a
high compliment to the manager in his in-
troduetion of the subjeet. Mr. Holmes said
that the officials at the Peel Estate told a
Roval Commission that State implements
were practieally forced on settlers as the
machinery was better in nse on a farm. even
if it was not used there, than it would be
lying idle at the Implement Works. The
manager of the works denies that any sueh
disereditable poliey has been pursned.
"Hon. J. J. Holmes: Of course. be would
denv it. Tt is the management of the Aeri-
culture' Bank that deals with that aspect.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The hen.
member made that statement after he had
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paid a eulogy to the management of the
Works! Whilst before the Commission, Mr.
Abernethy, who was the supervisor of the
Peel Estate and who could be taken to voice
the official viewpoint, was examined and
cross-exantined on the quslity of the machin-
ery turned out by the State Works, and al-
though, throughout, he maintained that
the State implements were not equal to
others, yet when the question (3399) was put
to him direct:—

Do you say definitely that the State Imple-
ment Works machinery is not successful?
He replied—

The foremen do not like it. We have been
reducing the cost of ploughing by nsing bigger
teams and bigger ploughs. At the start we
used 2-furrow ploughs and 4 horses; now we
use 4-furrow ploughs and six horees.

It will be seen that when Mr, Abernethy was
pressed with a direct and pointed guesfion
his eomplaints were found to be not with the
quality of the implements, hut with the size.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Mr. Gray, who was
a member of the committee, used to lie
awake at night trying to find out why our
farmers used other than State implements.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Mr. Holnes
further said—

This highly teehnical agricultural machinery
has been designed and built up as a result
of years of experience, and the State Imple-
ment Works have been trying to infringe the
rights and patents of other people.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Quite right, too.

The (HIEF SECRETARY: As regards
the highly technical knowledge, this is pos-
sessed by the men at the works, but there is
a strong prejudice in various parts of the
State against the enterprise, which it is dif-
fieult to overcome, and which is in no small
measure due fo the sweeping eondemnation
of the werks from the public platform fur
electioneering purposes Some years ago.
There has pever been any attempt to infringe
the patent righls of other people so far as
I have been able to discover. If anything
like that was attempted the State would socn
be called upon to pay beavy damages. I am
informed that there are many useful devices
on the other people's implemenis which are
nndoubtedly good, and which are mnot
patented or patentable, but the spirit of
fairness that gumides the manager of the
works forbids him from copying them. He
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could do so it he wished, without violating
the law, but he has not done so.

Hon. J. J. Hulmes: Henee the inferior
machines.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Mr. Holnes
went on to say—

They have tried to infringe the patent rights
of other people, but they were prevented from
doing so.

It is denied that there has been even one
instance in which the concern has been
stopped from using any device, patented or
otherwise, on the ordinary agricultural im-
plements.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Are you quite certain
1 made that staternent?

The CHIEY SECRETARY : Yes, I made
a note of it at the time.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: 1 do not think you
will find it in “Hansard.”

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It may not
be word for word with what the hon. mem-
ber said.

Hon, J. J. Holmes: 1t is certainly twisted.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Anyhow, it
affords me an opportunity to give an ex-
planation of the calumny that for years has
been directed against the State Implement
‘Works.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: I know what I said
and I tell yon 1 did not say that.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Years ago,
the works designed a device for exuding
poison baits from rabbit carts. The idea
came from a small sausage machine, and
after it had been developed and had just
been put into operation it was discovered
that someone in the Eastern States had used
a similar machine previously; and had
patented it. When this became known to the
manager, he immediately arranged to unse
the machine on a royalty basis, satisfactory
to both parties. It will be observed that 1
mentioned “ordinary implement<” 1 had
this exception in my mind at the time. Be-
vond this. the management has no know-
ledge of any restraint from any souree and
T shall be glad if My. Holmes will give any
specific instanece other thau this in snpport
of his statement.

Hon. J. .J. Holmes:
statement.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: 1 accept
that; it is very probable that T made an
error in noting down the hon. member’s
remarks. Perhaps also the other hon.

I did not make that
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member who interjected— ‘They ought &
be in gaol'' will take the first opportunit
ot explaining the nature of the crimina
acts which justify their inearceration,

Hon, J. J. Holmes: Who said that?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The ea
may fit some hon. member at present i
the Chamber. The agricnitural imple
ents turned out at the works have stood
iengthy test, and are admitted by man;
unprejudiced persons to be egual to som
and soperior to most sold,

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Then our farmer
do not know their job.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: But it ha
been found diffieult to sell in competition
with the imported article owing to the un
fair propaganda which has been usec
against the works for several years past
The enterprise has been of real advantag
to the State. Its activities are not con
fined to manufacturing agricultural imple
ments. It has done much important worl
for the Government, and kept in the Stats
money which would otherwise have gon
out. The manager tendered for and ob
tained a eontraet to build for Vietoris
Quay, Fremantle, four luffing eranes. Th
result was a first-class job. Mr. F. Stevens
the Seecretary of the Fremantle Harbow
Trost, recently referred to the matter, anc
a report of what he said appeared in the
“Thaily News’’ of the Bth instant. Let ms
yuote it:—

The latest additions to the ¢rane power ar
four Babeock and Wileox fully portal three
ton electric level luffing eranes, and thre:
two-ton petrol-clectric mobile cranea. The
former are magnificent machines capable o
taking ¢argo out of or replacing it in the high
est built and widest steamer that comes f¢
Australia. The height of the ¢rane hook wher
at its highest hoist is 90 feet above rail level
and it can be lowered into a ship’s hateh te
2 depth of 40 feet below wharf level. The
radiue iz 65 feet, and from the face of the
quay 41 feet, so that the hook ean reach the
centre of a ship with a2 beam of 30 feet. Thest
eranes werg builté under license from the
patentees by the State Implement and Engi
neering Works. The price was over 30 per
¢ent. less than that at which the makers
themaselves erected a somewhat similar bui
les efficient crane in another Australian port.
The State works are now constructing a 20
ton capacity crane to be iustalled at the west
end of Victoria Quay, These cranes in gen:
eral megsurements and capacity are practi-

cally a repliea of those installed in London’:
Iatest dock King George V.,

Members will have noticed that the
machines were practically similar to some



[22 Auveust, 1928.]

secently installed in London’s latest dock.
They will have noted also that according
to Mr. Stevens, the machines were mag-
nificent ones. This fact alone should be
sufficient to disprove the allegations of in-
efticiency which are frequently made
against the Works, as a resnlt of the
cfforts which I have previously deseribed.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Will you not tell us
sometbing about the 200 men for whom
the manager of the implement works said
he could find no employment?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That gues-
tion was not raised during the course of
the debate; it was merely mentioned by
Mr. Fraser. I believe it happened 13 or
14 vears ago, and my time can be more
usefully occupied in the interests of mem-
hers by aflording them information of
more urgent need.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: The letter appeared
tn the newspaper after Mr. Fraser had
made his speech on the Address-in-reply.

Hon. G. W. Miles: The manager said
there had been inereased produetion with
fewer men.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : My, Holmes
asked for information regarding the ques-
tion of building a bridge over the Ash-
burton "River. T have already supplied
that information.

Hon. J4. J. Holmes: T should like you
to be more definite about it.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: This pro-
posal is included in the Federal aid pro-
gramme of the Main Roads Board for the
year 192820, Surveys have been carried
out and the testing for foundations for the
proposed bridge is nearing completion. A
design has been considered and drawings.,
ete.. for the work are in course of prepara-
tion. With regard to the proposed jetty
to serve the Roebourne district, Mr.
Holmes desired to know what has been
done. He raised the question in this House
last November and I brought the matter
hefore the Publie Works Department. J
am now in a position to say khat the
Works Depariment has given considera-
tion to the question and has reeommended
that the jetty should be erected at Point
Phillip in King Bay, which is 30 miles due
west of Point Samson. Some progress
has been made with preliminary opers-
tions. The survey of the proposed port
has -been eompleted, and the lay-out and

desien of the jetty and its approaches have’
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been gone into. Provision is to be made
for a berth 400 feet in length on each sides
of the jetty head. The whole of the work
is to be in timber, the piles sheathed in
muntz metal. The estimated cost of the
jetty, tramline and goods shed is £74,000,
and of this sum, £37,000 has been noted
for consideration on this year's Estimates,
This figure does not, however, include any
allowanee for the navigation lights, rolling
stoek or water supply. Leading lights will
be necessary, and perhaps it may be ad-
visable to instal a light on Cowrtney Heads
at a eost of about £2,000.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Will vou eall for
tenders for the work?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: T am con-
vinced that the departmental officers re-
eognise the great resources of that distriet.
1 saw on the file figures relating to the
production of wealth that astounded me. T
teust that the proposal will receive recog-
nition when the Estimates are being
framed. _

Hon. G, W. Miles: Will you build the
Jetty by day labkour or contraet?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I cannot

say. It is wise first to capture one’s hare.
Hon. J. J. Holmes: (et it on the Esti-
mates first.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : Mr. Holmes
pointed out that pastoral rents in the north
had been fixed on the basis of proximity
to ports, ete, but owing to the destruction
of Point Samson jelty some pastoralists
were paying for facilities which did not es-
ist. I have approached the Lands Depari-
ment on this matter. 1 find the pastoral
leases in question were appraised with eftect
from April, 1918. The Point Samson jetty
was destroyed in the early part of 1925,
and gince then no facility has been pro-
vided in its place. I am informed that
Mo representations have previously been
made to the Tepartment for a reduction of
rent. [t might well be argued that if the
leases in question were to be re-appraised
because of the temporary disability arising
from the destruetion of the jeity, then the
converse might be equally held to apply
by the State, namely, that if, a year or two
after appraisement, new railway or port
facilities were provided in any particulai
locality, the pastoral leases affected should
be re-appraised and rentals inereased. Ex-
igting legislation imakes no provision for
any alteration in-either case, -
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Hon. J. J. Holmes: I did not say they
should be reappraised. I did not ask for
a reduction; I asked for a jetty.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : Did not the
hon. member refer to the pastoral lessees?

Hon. J. J. Hoimes: I pointed out that
¥you were collecting rents .on facilities that
did not exist. All we ask is to have those
facilities restored. We did not ask for a
reduction.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: 1 am
pleased to hear that. 1 am giving the case
against & reduction. If we are provided
with the necessary machinery to effect a
reduction owing to a temporary disadvan-
tage—

Hon. J. J. Holmes: We want a jetty.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: If we build
the jetty and provide up to date facilities
for the shipment of stock, the pastoralists
should also afford us ifacilities wherehy we
may increase their rentals.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: I have never known
you to be unfair before.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am not
accusing the hon, member of putling this
up—

Hon. J. J. Holmes: You are putting np
something to knoek it down again,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: In ihe
course of his argument in favour of the
urgent consfruetion of the jetty the hon.
member made reference to pastoral rents.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: You had better leave
it at that.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Mr. Ham-
ersley referred to the Government poliey
of insisting that settlers who ob-
tain loans from the Agrieultural Bank
shall employ only British labour in
the utilisation of the money. He
stated that the Government were not prac-
tising what they preached; that when they
desired to clear land at Dampawah they
employed Ifalians. Mr. Hamersley is not
acquainted with the circumstances of the
case, (otherwise, I am eertain, he would not
have made such a statement. The Govern-
ment have not employed Ttalians for elear-
ing at the Dampawah or any other experi-
mental farm, but no doubt Italians have
been employed in connection with that work.
The first contract for the clearing at the
Dampawah Farm was let in June, 1927, to
Messra. Gilders and Thomas, both of whom
are British subjects. The contraet price
was £2 per acre. During the progress of
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the work it was found that these contractors
were employing foreigners. The contract
could not be,cancelled, as there was nothing
in the agreement to prevent the employment
of such labour. All subsequent contracls
however will contain a clause which will
ensure that only British subjects, natural
born or naturalised, shall be employed in
connection with any Government work.

Hon. G. W. Miles: If they are members
of the union, you cannot refuse them em-
ployment.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Mr. Ham-
ersley pursues the subject further. He says
that, before the Jtalians arrived in this
country to take up clearing the work was
done by the farmer himseif or by the emn-
ployment of British and Australian labour.
That is a fact. The farmer himself either
did the work formerly, or he employed Brit-
ish or Auastralian labour with which to do
it. The rapid development of the wheat
belt up till the last year or so was due alone
to this class of labour. What most people
will want to know is that if the Australian
or Britisher could do it then, and do it sat-
isfactorily, why he cannot do it now?

Hon..G. W. Miles: On account of the go-
slow policy.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Has the
race deteriorated in the interval? TIs not
the Australian and Britisher as good to-day
as he was five, or ten, or fifteen years ago?
There can be no answer to that guestion.
He is as good.

Hon. G. W. Miles: To do as little work
as possible. That is the policy of unionists.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Mr. Ham-
ersley states that in his opinion it iz a
waste of time for the Australian or Brit-
isher to fool ahout clearing land when he is
capable of doing something better. There
would be no need to quarrel with that state-
ment if something better were offering, but
to many it i3 not offering at present.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: You are short of
Government jobs just now.

The CHIEY SECRETARY: Many Aus-
tralians and Britishers are acenstomed to
clearing land and following up the ogeupa-
tion. This is a matter which has come nnder
my personal notice from time to time. Unless
this elass of work is available, there is no
hope of absorbing the British migrant, for
absorption depends almost entirely upon
the primary industries.

Hon. J. Cornell: The old clearers are
like the Spartans; they are nearly all dead.
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The CHIEF SECRETARY : The farmers
should share this country's responsibility
under the Migration Agreement. Numerous
settlers are gettine opportunities to provide
homes for themselves and their families,
and, in addition, railways, water supplies
and roads. as a result of the financial assist-
ance to the State under the Migration
Agreement, to which the British Govern-
ment substantially contributes, This assisi-
ance carrier with it the responsibility of
bringing into the State every year a large
number of immigrants, and if preference is
given to foreigners in the work which is
offering, the obligation to the Imperial
authorities cannot be maintained and the
facilities cannot be provided for the farm-
ers of Western Australia. The Minister for
Lands has discovered thal a number of
farmers are exploiting the Southern Euro-
preans, He has in his possession evidence
that whereas the Bank has advanced 25s.
per aere for clearing, the farmer has paid
the Southern Eurapean £1 per acre. Quite
recently—so the Minister also tells me—a
constituent of Mr. Hamersley waited upon
him requesting that he be allowed to utilise
the Agricultural Bank advance in the em-
ployment of Europeans in clearing a large
area of land. He assured the Minister he
could not get British or Australian clearers.
He had hardly left Mr. Trov’s office before
a letter came from a body of British
clearers at Bruee Rock asking whether they
eould get clearing contracts. This was their
usuaal ocenpation and they had a complete
plant. Mr. Troy immediately got in rouen
with the farmer and when the clearers’ letter
was given to the settler, he showed every
evidenece of sowr disappointment. At the
Minister’s suzgestion the clearers went along
to his farm, but were informed he did not
require clearers at all and they found he
bad a large body of Southern Europeans.
who for some months previously had been
actually engaged in clearing the comntry
which tha farmer had said he could not get
lahour to elear.

Hon. G. W. Miles: I suppose that is how
Mr. MeCallum got his land eleared.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: There is no
doubt this farmer did not want British
Inhour. He aitempted to dereive the Min-
ister, and there is every veason fo believe
that the Sonthern Europeans are heing paid
Jess than the Agrieultural Bank advance in
this case. The same farmer informed Mr.
Troy that his neighhours who were not Agri-
cultural Bank: clients were getting their
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clearing dome by Southern Europeans at
17s. per acre, on contract. In the circam-
stances it is not to be wondered at that
British laboar is not available as the Agri-
cultural Bank advanee for eclearing timber
country is from 23z to 30s. per acre.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: What would be the
position if a foreigner joined the union, and
the Englishman would not? Who would
gei the job?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The Min-
ister assures me he has no personal objec-
tion to the Southern Europeans, but he
realises that if the Government are to hon-
our the Migration Agreement, it is not pos-
gible to absorb our quota of migrants and
also 3,000 foreigners in one vear. In the
administration of the Closer Settlement Act.
we are not travelling fast enough for Mr.
Hamersley. I am pleased indeed that he
takes that view because for a Jong time he
was a strong opponent of this class of legis-
Iation. “It would bhe interesting,” he says,
“to know how many estates have been pur-
ehased under the Aet that was recently
passed.” When |hat measure was before
the House, it was the iinpression of one or
two members of the House that there would
be wholesale resumptions and that a man
who had four or five thousand acres of good
land would have half of it taken away from
him—in faet that Mr. Lovekin’s block in
Colin-street would be resumed for agrien!-
tural purposes at a moment’s notice.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: That could have been
done under the original Aet.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I do not
know whoe was responsible for the state-
ment, but it was impressed nupon my mind.
and T believe it was accepted seriously by
some members of the House. I assured hon.
members that the Bill. when it beecame an
Act, would be administered with caution and
common sense, and that poliey has been
pursued. Pressure has been applied to us
from various sourees (o acquire compul-
sorily ecertain properties, but the Govern-
ment satisfied themnselves that there would
be no real advantage to the State in taking
such a step. Although the legislation pro-
viding for the compulsory acquisition of
land has not heen {o date availed of. Par-
liamentary endorsement of the principle has
heen having and is likely to continne to have
a good effect. Tp to date the Gavernment
have been able to buy, at a reasonable and
fair fgure without ecompulsion, and there
are still opportunities for repurchase at
a figure mutually to be agreed wpon. We
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have no difficulty in getting land offered
at & fair price, We have no desire to force
people to sell at what may be regarded as
a sacrifice. All land that has been offered
for some years past has been offered at a
fair and reasonable figure. There is no neces-
sity in the cireumstances to put the Closer
Settlement Act in operation. It was not the
proper course for Mr, Hamersley to pursue,
in view of his past antagonism to the
measure, to criticise the Government for go-
ing too slow in the administration of the
Act.

Hon. J. J. Holmes:
surely!

The CHIEF SECRETARY : Mr. Hamers-
ley desalt with certain phases of the Land
Act, The Minister for Lands is inclined to
agree with him that the present system of
land selection is far too liberal. The Min-
ister thinks that the five years' remt free
concession might well be reduced to two or
three, and in addition the improvement con-
ditions made more onerous. It must be re-
membered that a man who secures under ex-
isting law a block of good agricultural land
which is served, or will later on be served, by
rajlway communication, gets a zift of some-
thing like a thousand pounds from the State,
That is the exact position. It must he
admitted that there has bgen quite a large
amount of illegitimate land dealing. Large
numbers of persons have secured land, and
many have sold and secured transfers before
complying with either the residenee or im-
provement eonditions.  The Minister has
tightened up matfers very considerably since
coming into office. Every week dozens of
forfeitures take place, and he proposes hav-
ing a more rigid inspection made. Mr. Stew-
art discussed the question of the Main Roads
Act and its administration, and Mr. Xemp-
ton had something special to say under the
same head. The discussion reminds me that
during the last Legislative Council elections
a campaign of vilification of the Govern-
ment was inaugurated in reference to this
measure, It was not stated by any of the
propagandists that the legislation was not
the legislation which the Government intro-
duced, nor was the public informed that the
Bill as submitted by the Government was re-
drafted by a seleet committee of this House
and its main prineciples altered. Mr, Stewant
was chairman of that select committee,
and no doubt be was influenced by resolu-

He did not do that,
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tions passed by a conference of local authori.
ties that the Vietorian Act should be adopted
with medifications.  The select comnitiec
followed the Vietorian Act. The select com-
mittee gave the authorities what they had
asked for. 1t gave them the Vietorian Act
with modifications. Now I wish to state thai
when I introduced the measure to the House
I clearly pointed ont what, in my opinion,
wounld be the acceptance of the main prin-
ciple embodied in the Vietorian legislation
In the course of my second reading speech I
said—

The Vietorian Act bas been carefully con-
sidered by the Government, and it is felt
that it would be unsuitable to Western Aus-
tralia. In Victoria, under its legielation, all
money for road construction is berrowed, and
the local authorities have to find the interest
and sinking fund on half the amount, While
this might be all right for wealthy Vietoria,
it would impose on our struggling settlera
financial burdens which they would find it
diffienlt to bear.

But apparently the local authorities, who
were supposed to know their own business,
considered they were able to bear the finan-
cial burden which the Victorian Aet imposed;
and, that being accepted as correet, there
could be no objection to the Bill, which
was fair in principle, providing for a
distribntion of main road expenditure
on the basis of benefits derived. Assum-
ing that the local anthorities ecould
finanee it—-and Mr. Stewart must have
been assured that they were satisfiled they
could finanee it—it wounld provide the means
by which the Government could carry out
a main roads construction policy on an ex-
tensive scale and on sound lines. At the
same time the Qovermment repudiate the

westion which is spread broadeast, that
they are in any way responsible for the leg-
iglation whieh has created such a stir in the
country districts, and which is agitating
Mr. Kempton's mind,

Hon. G. W. Miles: Will you amend the
Act?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Will the
Legislative Council amend it? That is the
question.

Hon. G. W. Miles: The Couneil might,
if youn give it the opportunity.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Will the
measure be referred to anotber select com-
mittee?

Hon, J. Cornell: Give us a try.
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The CHIEF SECRETARY: Will the
president of the Road Boards Association
be called upon to give evidence before the
-select eommittee, and will he give evidence
gimilar fo that which he gave previously?

Hon. J. Cornell: We will not let M.
Stewart have the next select committee.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Is the Legislative
Council responsible for the cost of the road
from Canning Bridge to South Fremantle?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That is not
the point I am now discussing. I shall give
the hon. member quite sufficient information
on thal subjeet in refutation of statements
he ‘made the other evening. Let the hon.
member make his charges specifieally, and
I shall probably be in a position to reply
to them.

Hon, G. W, Miles: T am too late.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Astounding
to relate, we now have these very same local
anthorities, who clamoured for the Victorian
Act—who insisted upon it, and who suc-
ceeded in their efforts—we have them de-
nouncing it in the strongest langnage and
throwing blame on the Government for the
tesults of their own action. If they had
stopped at denunciation, there would be
nothing to complain about; bui the impres-
sion had been created that it was a Gov-
ernment device to grind down and extort
money from the different road boards and
local authorities. In this connection, the
provision for apportioning a proportion of
the expenditure on main roads among the
local authorities has come in for vigorouns
condemnation. Let me say here there was
no such provision in the measure as pro-
posed by the Government,

Hon, J. Ewing: But you were ready io
take all the fees.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: In the Gov-
ernment Bill the cost of construction and
maintenance of main roads was a financial
responsibility of the Government and of no
one else. Traffic fees were all the Gov-
ernment asked in return. Apari from these
fees the loecal authorities would not he
asked to contribute a single sixpence to-
wards interest and sinking fund on the
money expended. But the select committter,
of which Mr. Stewart was chairman, in-
cluded in their amendment a clanse which
now stands as Seetion 30 of the Act. I
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will read that portion of the section which
has a bearing on my argument—

(1) The board shall, before the thirticth
day of June in each year, apportion half the
amount expended on permanent works and
maintenance of main roads during the preced-
ing year between the various districts bene-
fited thereby in the following manner:——It
shall, before the thirty-first day of January
in each year, determine—(a) the permanent
works and maintenance from which each of
the districts respectively has benefited; (b)
the proportion of the amount as aforesaid -to
be apportioned which is allocated to each sueh
district having regard to the bemefits it has
obtained from the expenditurs; (¢) the
amount of the contribution which each local
authority of each such distriet shall pay in
respect of the proportion so allocated. The
contributions from the local authorities need
not be at 2 uniform rate, but may be varied
in the case of each local authority according
to the benefits from the respective works:
Provided that the total amount of the con-
tributions from ail local authorities coneerned
shall equal the amount as aforesaid to be
apportioned. A district may be benefited by
expenditure on permanent works and magin-
tenanee, although such permanent works and
the roads maintained are not situated within
the district, if subatantial traffic to or from
the district passes over, or in the case of new
roads will in the opinion of the board pass
over, a road on which such expenditure has
been made.

Under this seetion, which was inserted by
the select committee, power was given to
the Main Roads Board to compel all loeal
anthorities who derived any henefit from a
main road to contribute a proportion of the
cost on the basis of the extent of the benefit
they enjoyed by reason of the provision of
the ntility. The Main Roads Board were.
given this power by the amendment of the
seleet committee; and in excreising that
power the board have only been obedient to
the will of Parliament—they have only been
doing what Parliament required them to do
and something which the Government had
never contemplated. Yet throughout West-
ern Anstralia for months the Government
have been lampooned by the Press and held
up to ridienle on the publie platform for
drafting lepislation on the lincs of this See-
tion 30, for which the select committee were
primarily responsible.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Are not the Govern-
ment responsible for aceepting what the
select committee put up? )

The CHIEF SECRETARY : It was foreed
on the Government. They had either to
aceept the amendment or to abandon the
Bill. If the local anthorities wanted that
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provision, if, in accordance with the evi-
dence given by their president, they were
prepared to bear tha¢ burden, why should
the Government raise any objeetion?

Hon. G. W. Miles: The Government should
take their share of the responsibility of ae-
cepting the amendment. The Government
ought.to resign. Select committees are run-
ning this country now,

ThePRESIDENT: Order!

., The CHIEF SECRETARY: But the
select committee of this Honse went further
in their determination to copy the Vietorian
Act;' They deprived the Minister of all im-
portant powers of administration nnder the
Bill, and gave it to a board. They provided
that this board should be a eorporate body
with & five years’ lease of life and removal
only on grounds which would justify the dis-
missal of the Auditor General. So that, as
the select committee desired, the board is
beyond the control of the Minister or the
Government in matters of administration.

" Hon. G. W, Miles: Did not the Minister
control the, board before the last elections?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: No, There
was money made available to be spent in
October, something like £600,000. Men were
put on the roads throughount the south-west-
ern districts of the State in order that the
money so made available should be expended.

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: Did they have
their tools with them?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The other
night we heard Mr. Nicholson waxing in-
dignant beeanse s member had made state-
ments which Mz, Nicholson said he had not
attempted to justify. Yet here we have all
sorts of innuendoes and even chargea of cor-
ruption made against the Government, with-
out any attempt to prove their correctness.
There were clamours from the eonference of
loca! authorities for Government interfer-
ence, and at this important gathering at
whieh several members of Parliament were
present, including Myr. Kempton, not one of
these iegislators thought it necessary fo in-
form the eonference that the Legislature had
effectively deprived even the Governor-in-
Council from interfering with the adminis-
tration of the board. Nor was it regarded
by these members of Parliament as advisable
to tell the conference that under the Govern-
ment Bill two members of a board of five
would be appointed on the nomination of
the, local authorities, while under the Bill
a5 re-drafted by the select committee, the
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lecal authorities kad no representation a
ail,

Hon. J. Cornell: I think that is a blessing
in disguise.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: | bave no
objectian to it. For the life of me 1 cannot
understand  why the select committee de-
leted the provison the Government inserted
in the Bill for the nomination by the loecal
authorities of two repre:entatives on the
board. If the desires of the Government had
been carried into effect—f what they had
inserted in the Bill had not been excised—
we would have had the adviee and assistance
of the two representatives of the local auth-
orities, and this would have been very help-
ful to the administration. No reason, so
far as 1 know, was given for depriving the
different road boards of the State of the
right—which the Government proposed to
give them—of having on the Main Roads
Board two men to look after their interests.
It was decided, on the report of the select
committee, that the board should consist of
two engineers and one administrative officer;
and Messrs. Tindale, Anketell and Dibdin
were appointed. Mr. Stewart speaks highly
of the qualifiecations of Mr. Tindale, and
says therc was no occasion for him to go to
America to discover what was modern praec-
tice in road construction. Ile formets that
one of the qualifications necessary in the en-
gineers is training and experience in modern
road-making. While Mr. Tinlale had had
rouch experience in that direetion, it was
necessary to bring his knowledge up to date
and convey it to the other members of the
board. Henee it was decided to send him
to the United States. Mr. Anketeil was a
tried and trusted engineer of the Public
Works Department over a peried of many
years, and he had had a varied experience
in all matters appertaining to the construe-
tion of public works. No better men could
be found in Australia, and there was ne
criticism either in Parliament or in the
Press of their appointment, The third ofii-
cer, Mr. Dibdin, was a skilled administra-
tive officer, selected on his merits and on
these alone. Mr. Stewart, in bis speech
said—

This Chamber, T may point out, endeavoured
to frame the Bill so that the members of the
Main Roads Board would be free from politi-
eal influenee and ministerial control., We
gucceeded, so far as the Minister was con-

cerned, until the measure went to a conference
of managers, but when the Bill eamc back from
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the Aggembly, the Chief Secretary asked with
regard to Clause 21, in which we had struek
out ‘‘Minister’’ and inserted ‘‘bosrd’’ in
reference to comstruction of developmental
roads, that we should insert the following
worda:— ‘The Minister may require the
board to declare any road to be a develop-
mental road for the purposes of this Act, and
anthorise and empower the board to lay out
and provide such developmental road.’’ Had
those worda been inserted, the Minister would
have been able te do as suggested. The
Chief Secretary put up a most reasonable
argument, saying that with all the develop-
mental work that was going om, the Govera-
ment wanted power to make roads in connee-
tion with new settlements, since a road might
be necessary and yet the Main Roads Board
might decline to make it, as being unneces-
sary. The Chief Secretary said the Govern-
ment would not accept auch a position, There-
upon I raised a point of order, and the Chair-
man of Committees ruled that the amendment
could not be moved. After that the Bill went
to managers, and in order to get it enacted
a compromise was made by which, instead of
the Minister authorising and empowering the
beard to construct a developmental rodd, the
Governor might on his own initiative, or on
the recommendation of the board, authorise
the work. Therefore the Minister for Works,
who is being blamed, is not blameworthy.

Houn. V. Hamersley: It was Cabinet all the
time.

Hon, H. Stewart: According to the Aect it
would he Cabinet . . . .

Let me inform Mr. Stewart that I never
made any such statement or gave any such
reason. What I did say when moving the
amendment to Clanse 21 was as follows—
as will be seen at page 2916 of “Hansavd™
No. 2 of 1925—

The Chief Seerctary: The Legislative
Asgsembly’s amendment is rendered necessary
by amendments made in the Bill by the select
ecommittee. The whole tenor of the Bill has
been altered. Originally, the measure was to
be operated by a board under the control of
the Minister. As amended here, it is to be
operated by a eorporate body not under the
control of the Minjater. In view of that new
situation it is neeessary that this amendment
should be made. The power to declare de-
velopmental roads should be in the hands of
the Governor alune, because such roads are
financed out of the Federal grant. The whole
regponsibility for declaring developmental
roads and submitting them to the Federal
Government for their concurrence rests not
with any private board or corporate body but
witk the State Government.

Mr. Stewart says the Main Roads Board
was brought under politieal influence by
this amendment. There is ne warrant for
such a statement. The amendment merely
rave the Minister power to declare any
:oad & developmental road for the purposes
sf the Act, and to authorise und empower
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the Board to lay out any developmental
road. The work of adimnistration then
came antomatically under the Main Roads
Board and the Government had nothing
to do with the business. Furthermore,
the protests in regard to the apportion-
ment of expenditure amoug the local auth-
orities have not been, and eould not be,
directed against the developmental roads,
for these roads are handed over free of
¢ost to the local authorities, who are then
responsible for maintenance. It is very
unfair therefore for Mr. Stewart, by
stating that Cabinet was blameworthy, to
lead Mr, Hamersley, in this House, and the
public outside, to believe that the protests
which have been raised by local author-
ities have to do with developmental roads,
whereas for the construction of thegse roads
the local authorities have not to find even
a penny under the Ac¢t., It is an extra-
ardinary statement for one to make who
was chairman of the select eommittee on
the Bill, and who, it eould be thought, had
a knowledge of the eontents of the Aect,
Mr. Stewart, in dealing with eduecation,
said he would not be satisfied until a
teacher is supplied wherever there are four
¢hildren of schoo! age, and the building
shonld be provided by the Government. I
do not know whether Mr, Stewart would
be prepared to submit to the increased
1axation which would be involved in
carrying out his proposal. That such in-
creased taxation would be neecessary, no
hon. member would doubt. TIf the regu-
lations were amended in the direction Mr.
Stewart desires, we would have to provide
a school teacher and school every three
miles in every distriet where an aver-
age atiendance of four children could.
be secured—a school teacher and a
school in many instanees for a set-
fler's own family. It would mean an
enormons increase in expenditure in
schools, teachers, inspectors, and admini-
strative staff generally. Under the pre-
sent conditions, while we require a mini-
mum of 10 before we build 2 school, we
are prepared to send a teacher and the
necegsary furniture if an average atten-
dance of eight can be secured. Besides
that, we establish motor van services,
where the population is secattered, and
as many as 30 children are brought in
by one contractor from miles around.
There are eighteen of these serviees.
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Then there are the correspondence classes,
which are now edueating something like
1,500 children in this State. With all these
facilities in operation, it cannot be that
vi¥y many children are without edueation
in Western Awstralia. Mr. Harris referred
to My, Nangle, who made an inquiry into
our technical school systewmn and who recom-
mended that the Kalgoorlie Schoot of Mines
should be brought under the F.dueation Aect.
The hon. member expressed a hope that the
recommendation would not he carried ow.
I may say that the papers in reference to
the question were recently forwarded to the
Minister for Mines, and that the matter
will no doubt come up for deeision in Cab-
inet in due eourse. Dr. Saw again brings
up the question of pasteurisation of milk,
and this time he has the Commissioner of
Public Health on hiz side. Personally, T
khow nothing about pasteurisation, and in
the views I previously expressed, I was act-
ihg on the advice given me by the Health
Department during Dr, Atkinson's absence.

Hon. J. Cornell: Dr, Mitchell was sold »
big pup over that.

“The CHIEF SECRETARY: In justicc
to the Minister for Heallh, I must say that
he in no way influenced his advisers in re.
gard to the attitude that was taken up.
Such a question was primarily one for ex-
perts to decide. There would appear to
have been room for even doctors differing on
the question, although in this ease I do not
think the difference was very wide. Never-
theless it ereated a vigorous eontroversy at
the time. Mr. (lasheen points out that a
settler having a net income of £440 had been
refused a driving allowance. The man,
having six children, was under the impres-
gion that we should have made a deduection
from his net ineome of £30 for each of
his children. That is done by the Commis-
sioner of Taxation, but “net income” is the
deciding factor with the Edueation Depart-
ment, and that meanz a deduetion from the
gross income of all expenses incurred in
producing the income.  Statutory dedue-
tions under the Tnecome Tax Act are noi
taken into account. The only reasen for
bringing the Commissioner of Taxation into
the matter is to enable the parent who ap-
plies for a driving allowance to show hy
a certificate from that official that his "“nct
income” does not exceed €40). There was
a good reason for the action taken by the
Edueation Department, Originally the driv-
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ing allowance was granted so that parents,
not too well off, could be assisted to pur-
chase chaff for the horse which conveyel
their children to school, That was the gen-
esis of the allowance., But the system had
been grossly abused, and wealthy peopie,
for whow it was never intended, had been
taking ndvantage of the concession. I know
men who were worth from £10,000 o
£20,000, or more, who had heen receiving
the driving allowance. These rich individ-
uals took advantage of the dole and at the
cost of the taxpayers of the State. Only a
small amount, it may be =aid. Well, the
total under the head of driving allowance
had reached £14,000, and something had to
be done. Even now it is over £12,000. The
case referred to by Mr. (lasheen ix onc
which is caleulated to exeite our sympathy,
but the line had to be drawn somewhere,
and wherever it wasz drawn, there would
he dissatisfaction. Surely a parcat who en-
jo¥s a salary or makes a clear profit of over
£1400 in business ean afford to have his child-
ren driven to school without the necessity
of eollecting 2s. 6d. a week for each of them
from the Treasury. Even now. wilh this
limit, T am informed that there are many
aases in which those who receive the allow-
ance are sufficiently comfortable to drive
their children to school in motor ears. Tha
certificate of ithe Commissinner of Taxation,
however, satisfied us that the net income of
the parents is not more than £400, and it is
immaterial to us what is the mode of con-
veyance, as if there is no expensze for chatl,
there is expense for petrol, and a motor ear
has come to be regarded as a nhecessity for
people engaged in business in the country,
especially for the farmer. AMr. Mann's
speech had reference principally to group
settleaent. To attempt to deal with the
points he has raised would involve a lengthy
review of the whole question, the predue-
tion of masses of lizures, and the reports of
the Advisory Boavd. The DMinister fo-
Lands will, at an early date. be publishing
a complete statement on the subject. Mem-
bers of Parliament will be supplied with a
enpy of the statement and if Mr. Mann dis-
agrees with it. he may table a motion which
will permit of the question being exhaus-
tively debated in thiz House if such a eonrse
is considered desirable, Even then the Gov-
ernment will he at a disadvantage in hav-
ing their ease stated hy a Minister who
has no acquaintanece with the details of the
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Group Administration. However, there is
one point raised by Mr. Mann which re-
guires elucidation. He referred to what he
termed the excessive capitalisation of a
group loeation, and in this regard by men-
tioned overhead; charges which amounted
to £308 14s. 1d. The hon. member evi-
dently concludes that this is the cost of

smpervision. Let me dissect the overhead
charges for the information of the hon.
member. The items are:—

£ g5 d
Fodder e . .. 9% 1 8
Freights .. .. .. 10013 4
General wages .. .. 5115 4
Horse hire .. - ..o 1711 O
Tools, plant 22 6 5
Sundries 19 18 4
Supervision 56 1 5
Insurance .. 1316 0O
Potato crop 4 5 2
Oats crop .. 014 2
Maize crop.. 06 5
Pips 0 4 9
Cows . . 212 3
Temporary camps 7T 710
Total .. . ..E308 14 1

It will be seen that the cost of supervision
amounted to only £56 1s. 5d. The intercst
accurately represents the one-iwenty-first
-part of the interest on the whole group.

Hon. W. J, Mann: Are ihese¢ particulars
given to the settlers?

The CHIEF SECRETARY : I cannot say.
Mr. Kempton referred to the hardships that
the settlers in the Dartmnoor, Balla and
Binnu distriets have to endure, and he urges
me to take an interest in their welfare. I
do not think I need any spurring on in this
direction. 1 am aequainted with the dis-
abilities of those sett'ers, and I have heen
the means of obtaining them considerable
relief from their disabilities in the past, and
my efforts were publicly and generonsly
acknowledeed throuzh the Press a few
weeks ago by Mr. A, W. Banks, the manager
of Messrs. Burns, Philp & Co. of Geraldton,
who is interested in agrieultural develop-
ment in those districts. With regard to the
suggested railway, the country nerth of
$icse areas is, al the present time, being
classified by a staff of officers from the
Lands Departinent, and, if 1f proves to be
what men who are acquainted with it. and
who are qnalified to judge, declare it to be,
it must be opened up, and it ean only be
opened up by railway communication. Mr.
Kempton says the eclaims of the district
shou’d be urged on the Migration Commis-
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sion at the earliesi possible date,  Hon.
members will reeognise that this can only
be done when the classification of the land
proves that it is—what I believe it is—
worthy of settlement. Then the Migration
Commission will automatieally, and, with-
out ahy pressing, visit the distriet and see
for themsclves. My, Kempton states peatly
16 years have elapsed since the Geraldton
distriet has had a railway. I am not aware
that there has been any request for a rail-
way except for one from Yuna to Mullewa,
and an Advisory Board appointed by the
Mitche'l Government could not recommend
its construction. Another hoard appointed
by the present Ministry confirmed the
opinion of the previous heoard. The hon.
member also overlooks the fact that this
Government seeured Parliamentary au-
thority for the first seetion of the Ejanding
Northward railway which is now completed,
and that that seetion, with the consent of
the T.egislature, will conneet p with some
point of the existing system in the northern
district, resulting in an immense area of the
agricultural lands which the line will tap
being served by the port of Geraldton. Mr.
Kempton in further reference to the Raila
and Dartmoor settlers points out the neees-
sity of creafing big wheat dumps from
which six-wheeled motor wagons, run by the
Government, shou'd take the wheat from the
nearest siding, a proposition to which Sir
William Laihlain will offer the strongest
objection as another State enterprise. The
matter has already had mwy attention as
member for the Central Provinee. Some
time ago, Mr. A. C. Henville, the secretary
of the Balla-Dartmoor Progress Association,
interviewed me and sought information as
to how to proceed in the matter. T made
thorough inquiries in official eireles, and was
informed that the creation of wheat dumps
was not congidered to be a function of the
Government. T ascertained that some vears
ago the Government had guarantead the
wheat pool against oss in the creation of
a domp in the Newdegate district. In that
case it appears that a railway to serve the
settlers had been authorised and was under
construection. As a delay in the eonstruc-
tion of the line was likelv to Inconvenience
seriously the farmers, the wheat pool agreed
to establish a dump at Newdegate, and to
use the wheat for loeal consnmption when
the railwayv reached the dump. which it did
some months afterwards, When the wheat
was railed, the Government had to meet a
slight deficiency wupon adjustment of the
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accounts, in accordance with their guarantee
against loss to those concerned in the mar-
keting of the wheat, [n order to assist the
Balla-Dartmeor people, 1 made inguiries of
outside organisations; and [ was informed
by the wheat pool that the Kalgarin farmers
were at one time in similar diflieulties to
those being experienced by the farmers at
Balla-liartmoor. In the ease of the Kak
garin growers, the wheat pool countracted
with the farmers to lift thetr wheat fo rail
from a dump convenient to =all. That
arrangement prevailed for one season, and
in the following season’the Kalgarin people
were able to do their own transporting. 1
explained the position of the Balla-Dart-
moor growers 1o the seervetary of the pool,
Mr. Braine, and he very willingly stated that
his organisafion was prepared to negotiate
A simi‘ar arrangement with the Balla-Dart~
moor farmers. I gave these particulars
to Mr. Henville, and when he left me I
was under the impression that he would
continue the conversations with Mr. Braine.
Speaking of the Geraldton harbour works,
Mr. Kempton says no progress is being
made. This is incorrect, as the rate of ex-
penditure is much greater than it ever was.
It has almost donbled. It is unfair, and not
in accordance with fact, to state that the
working of the manganese deposits is being
held np beeanse the harbour is not ready. I
do not know whether Mr. Kempfon con-
ferred with the directors of the company be-
fore making this statement; if he did, I am
gurprised that they did not place the true
position before him. Itisa fact that, apart
from the harbour, considerable preliminary
expenditure will be necessary before it will
be possible to ship the ore away. A large
number of suitable trucks will have to be
built, and other special facilities provided.
The Government are anxious to know where
they stand before embarking on this expendi-
ture. The Chairman of directors of the man-
ganese eompany has been met several times,
and efforis have heen made to gef from him
an undertaking as to the quantity of ore
which will be exported, and when the com-
pany will be ready to commence. Nothing
definite is obtainable, and no provision in-
volving a great cost is likely to be made
until some guarantee is given that a wharf-
age rate sufficient to pay interest and sink-
ing fund on the capital invested in those
{acilities will be obtained. So far mo pro-
gress has been made with these negotiations,
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and when they are tipalised, it will tak
some months to supply the equipment whic
will be necessary. It is inaccurate to sa
that the company have everything ready t
commence shipping operations. So far as |
known, no arrangements for quarrying an
loading the ore at Horseshoe exist, and, j
they do exist, the company have made n
satisfactory arrangements in eonnection wit
trucks aned harbour equipment to enable th
ore to be exported, Mr. Kempton has aske
me to cause inguiry inte this and otne
matters, and to wse my influence with th
Government here and there. But Mr. Kemp
ton, as one of the representatives of th
Central Province, should not rest satisfie
with placing before me, in this House, mat
ters with which I am already acquainted, an
which have already received my attention
I trusi he will make direet representations u
tba various Ministers concerned, and so co
operate with me in the most effective way i
securing recognition of the just claims of th
distriet which he and I and Mr. Hall hav,
the honour to represent in the Legislativ
Couneil.

Hen, J. Ewing:
pleted, is it not?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes, but the
company will not come to finality with the
Government.

Hon, J. Ewing: Yon have to build apecial
trucks, bave you not?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes, and
provide special facilities in connection with
the karbour.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Were not the Gov-
ernment to transport the ore for 18s. per
tont

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes, but we
wanted a guarantee of a market for this
ore. There is every indieation tbat every-
thing is all right, but still we want to be
in a safe position. Before embarking on
heavy expenditure, we want to be assured
that we are on safe ground. We cannot get
the parties to come to the serateh.

Hon. J. Nicholson: You want to practice
that good old Scottish habit of eaution.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I thought
the hon. member was going to say, confidence
in humanity.

Hon. J. Cornell: T hope the Minister will
not put up the defence of the dismal Dean.

The railway is com



[22 Auvcost, 1928.]

The CHIEF SECRETARY: JMr. Kemp-
ton indulged in criticism of the Main
Koads Board, but before he did so he re-
plied to some remarks made by the Pre-
mier in the ¢ourse of a debate in another
place during the present session. If the
Standing Orders permitted i, and the
Leader of the Government in this House
was required to justify or explain the
comments of Ministers in the course of
discussions in the other Chamber, there
would be enough to do for two or three
more Ministers here. I will simply confine
myself to Mr. Kempton’s criticism of the
Main Roads Board, basing my statements
on information which has been supplied
me by the board. Mr, Kempton says the
Chairman and members and staff of the
Main Roads Board have always shown him
the greatest courtesy and have always been
ready to disenss any project placed before
them. It is admitted that Mr. Kempton
has, on many occasions, called upon the
board, but I am informed that he has al-
ways religiously kept off the subjects
which he dealt with in the speech now
under review. The board no doubf appre-
ciated Mr. Kempton’s recognition of their
courtesy, but it seems to me that he might
have returned the courtesy he speaks
ghout by drawing their attenfion to those
matters on which he has spoken, if only for
the purpose of ascertaining the facts. Mr,
Kempton, as is natural, ¢onfines himself
1o the work done by the hoard in the
northern distriets. It is adnutted that the
board’s experience in the northern dis-
iricts was unfortunate, as they were re-
presented by an engineer, taken over from
the old Roads and Bridges Braneh of the
Public Works Department, who was dis-
missed for the inefficient and generally
unsatisfactory character of his work. Mr.
Kempton states that an allocation ecircu-
Iar issued by the Main Roads Board set
down the cost of 209 chains of metalling,
forming and pravelling at £6,272, 5s. 8d,,
or £30 per chain. I have a copy of the
cirenlar here, and it says nothing of the
sort, but clearly indicates that the amount
apportioned is one haif of the State’= ex.
penditure on the particular work. This
is not the only misleading statement made
by Mr. Kempton, as will be shown as we
zo on, By a proeess of caleulation, the hon.
members seeks to prove that the cost of
the 209 chains was £14636 65, 7d. or £70

383

per chain. As a matter of fact the aetual
cost, including surveys and all over-
tead expenditure, was £12,285, or £39
a chain—information which Mr. Kemp-
ton could have obtained before rais-
wg the matter in this House, We are
told by Mr. Kempton that the engineer
of the Mingenew Road Board is a man
who has gone through an engineering
cours¢ and knows what he is talking about,
and that his board tendered for 30 chains
of metal road for £665, or £22 per chain.
1 do not wish to refer to the qualifications
of this partiewlar engineer. I wil] omit such
references. Mr. Kempton goes on to state
that the tender was aeccepted, and that the
enginger said that Main Roads Board work
of a similar character on the Moora-Gerald-
ton main road worked out at £70 per chain.
It will be noted that Mr. Kempton stated,
on the authority of this engineer, that the
works with whieh he makes comparison were
gimilar in eharacter. They were nothing of
the kind. The Moora-Geraldton-road, which
passes, through the Greenough distriet, is a
main road, while the road for which the
Mingenew board tendered was a develop-
mental voad. The main road was 16 feet
in width, with 12 inches of metal, and built
generally to a higher standard, and in some
instances the material had to be carted long
distances in drays. The developmental
roads were only 12 feet in width, with ¢
inches of metal, and built generally to a
much weaker standard. The specifications
for the two jobhs were entirely different.
What is the use of Mr. Kempton making a
comparison between a developmental road to
connect Mingenew with Yarragadi—a small
pastoral station—and a main road connect-
ing Perth with Geraldion and intended to
deal with heavy and eonstant traffie from
numerous road board districts? One is a
mere frack and the other a great channel
of communication. And yet the hon. mem-
ber eompares the two roads as if they were
on equal terms! Mr, Kempton salludes to
the Georgina-road at Greenough, and says
the Main Roads Board gave the following
particulars—127 chains costing £956, or £7
10s. per chain. He tells us that when it
was measvred, the length of the road was
found to be onlv 78 chains. The length of
road treated was, as stated by the Main
Roads Board. 127 chains. and not as sfated
by Mr. Kempton, only 78 chains: and
although 78 chains of it were gravelled, em
hankments had to be made, a eulvert con-
structed. and clearing done over the balance,
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In reference to McCartney-road at Green-
ough, Mr. Kempton says the Main Roads
BRoard stated that they had done 74 chains
costing £1,027, equal to £13 17s. 6d. a chair,
and that the distance, on being measured,
was found to he 55% echains, making the
cost £18 7s. per chain. These allegations
are tantamount to a charge of fraud against
the Main Roads Bvard. As a matter of fact,
74 chains were treated. The distance re-
ferred to by Mr. Kempton was metalled, but
other work was done outside that, bringing
the total length treated up to 74 chains as
sef forth in the Main Roads Board's state-
ment. The hon. member further states—-
Because of floods in March, 1927, the
Greenough Road Board asked for a grant for
repairs. A grant of £500 was offered. Ten-
ders were called, and 22 typewritten pages of
specifications for maintenance were sent up.

It is true that a grant of £510 was made,
but it is not true that tenders were called
for the work, The local anthority was
simply asked to submit a price. It is ad-
mitted that for such a small work detailed
gpecifications should not have been sub-
mitted, and jt is not the rule. The normal
procedure is for the district engineer to
confer with the loeal aunthority, decide what
should he done, and get it done. Mistakes
will oceur, and the Chairman of the Main
Roads Board agrees that an unduly elabor-
ate specification was put in for a eompars-
tively minor pieee of work. Mr. Kempton
zoes on to say £64) was subsequently allo-
cated to the Greenough Board on account
of damage by flood, That is quite correct.
He adds—"“That amount was afterwards re-
allocated by the Main Roads Board engineer
—£340 for flood damage and £300 for main-
tenance.” This is not correct. The Main
Roads Board made no such partition of the
£640. The facts are these:—The Green.
ough Board asked for £500 only. They got
£640 nnder ecertain conditions. The district
engineer conferred with them, and they
agreed not only to repair the flood damage
with the money, but also to effect sundry
repairs to the main road over a distance of
17 miles. Tt stands to reason that, if the
Greenough Road Board thought they were
likely to lose anything by the contraet, they
wonld npot have takem it on. What
Myr. Kempton's grievance is in this connee-
tion. T am at a loszs to diseover.
In Yalgoo, Mr. Kempton slates, the Main
Roads Board cleared 2,450 chains, 22 feet
wide, at a cost of £16 6s. a nile, whereas
the Yalgoo Road Board cleared a similar
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Toad a width of 37} feet for £8 per mile
We have no information of the class of
country cleared in connection with thess
roads. Mr. Kempton does not tell us—ane¢
he could have told us if he had fully investi
gated the matter--that the Main Road:
Board called for tenders for this work; thal
there were eight tenders received, and tha
the lowest tender was accepted. The Mair
Roads Board asked the Dalwallinu and Yal
goo Road Boards to tender for the job, bu
they did not do so. Of what value are Mr
Kempton's criticisms in  these eirenm
stances? T would very much like to know
this: What would he have done had he been
in a similar positim? Surely the Board
did all it could do when it ealled for tender:
and accepted the lowest out of eight. Is il
just fo eite an instance like that as prool
of the culpability of the Main Roads Beard,
or of any body of men charged with similax
respounsibilities. Mr. Kempton says that the
road from Gibberding to Ninghan, in the Mt
Magnet distriet, had something like £2,581
spent on it, and it was still unfit for traffie
The reply is that the Main Roads Board
had nothing whatever to do with the con-
struetion of this road! The work was done
before they came into existence. How ean
they be saddled with the responsibility?
Mr. Kempton quotes the Yalgoo-road and
states that the £5,000 recently expended was
a waste of money. and that the board pro-
tests against having to pay interest on
money which could have been expended to
a much greater advantage. It is regrettable
to hear that it is considered a waste of
money, but the work was ecarried out with
State funds, and the local anthority is not
asked to confribute towards the cost!

Hon. J. Cornell: Then there is no debt
at all.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The local
anthority will not be asked to contribute a
sixpence. Mr, Xempton refers to the cost
of the bridge over the Upper Swan, for
which the loeal authorities have been
assessed. He says it amounts to £43,246.
No wonder Mr. Hamersley expressed sur-
prise. The eorrect figures are £10,035, in-
cluding survey and all overhead charges, or
£33,211 less than the sum stated by the hon.
member !

Hon. J. Cornell: Mr. Kempton must
have been seeking information.

The CHTEF SECRETARY: Mr. Eemp-
ton has added on to the cost of the bridge
the cost of some miles of main road con-
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struction alongz the route served by the
bridge.

Hon. W. J. Mann:
zet to the bridge?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes. He
also complains abont different local authori-
ties being assessed for the hridge, but the
Main Roads Board contends that the people
residing in these districts use the bridge for
motor traffie, and eould not reach Perth by
road unless they did so, and hence, the
Board contends, they should be asked to pay
a portion of the cost. If there is anything
wrone with this, the Aet, and not the hoard,
is to blame, and neither the board nor the
Government are responsible for this part of
the Act. There is not the slightest doubt
that whatever assessments they made under
the law as it stands wonld provoke out-
bursts of protest.

Hon. J. BEwing:
amended.

Hon. G. W. Miles: And the Government
should he blamed for aceepting the Act.

The CHTEF SECRETARY: In the cir-
eumstances, how can the board be blamed
for what is embodied in the Act?

Hon. J. Ewing: Will you amend the Act?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Mr. Kemp-
ton next quofes from some specifications
sent out, in which it was stated that it wonld
not he imperative for the Main Roads Board
to proceed with the work unless the money
was voted by Parliament, and that the board
wounld he at liberty to suspend the works
at any time either temporarily or perman-
ently. What has been quoted by Mr. Kemp-
ton is not taken from the specifications, but
from the eonditions of contract. The Chair-
man of the Main Roads Board agrees that
these stipulations eannot be defended. When
the Main Roads Board commenced to func-
tion, it adopted, with certain necessary
modifications, the conditions of contraet that
had heen in nse for 30 years by the Publio
Works Department, and which had stood the
test of time, without any recourse to law
on the part of the eontractors.

Hon. J. Nicholson: That would be a bad
job for a lawyer.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The Main
Roads Board wanted an engineer.  They
advertised, and from many applications got
one from Vietoria. His service with the
board has sinee terminated. This gentle-
man, without any reference to the board,
substituted the Vietorian eonditions of eon-
tract holus-bolus. It was 2 most ridiculons
nction, as many of the conditions are

Is that pecessary fo

The Aet should be
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founded on statute law, and the statute
law of Vietoria may be different from
that of Western Australia; but no
consideralion was given to this point!

Hon. J. Nicholson: At any rate, they
would not apply.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : But that did
not influence this particular gentleman at
all! Anyhow the conditions imposed by the
engineer from Vietoria were totally unsuited
to this State, and as soon as it came to the
knowledge of the chairman that the old-time
conditions bad been scrapped, be immedi-
ately ordered the re-instatement of the con-
ditions that had stood the test of time,
and they have been in unse for months past.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Have you a reply to
Mr. Kempton’s statements regarding the
road from Midland Junection to Meekatharra
respecting which the Geraldton pecple were
expected to pay?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: 1 have
already dealt with that point. I do not think
the hon, member quite understood the posi-
tion. Mr. Kempton voices the eomplaints
of various-local authorities in regard to the
apportioninent of the 3/14ths of the expend-
iture on main roads. As I have already said,
there would be no levy made at all on the
local authorities if the Aet had not been
amended by this House to make provision
in that direction. It is owing to the strin-
gency and far-reaching character of the
amendments that the Main Roads Board has
been obliged to request these local author-
ities to econtribute towards the cost of the
work. The Bill, as amended, set out that a
district might vbe benefited by expenditure
on permanent works and maintenance, al-
though such were not sitvated within the
distriet, or if substantial traffic from the
distriet passed over them. Mr, Kempton
quotes Subsection 2 of Seetion 30 of the
Main Roads Act to prove that in exercising
its anthority to make assessments in con-
nection with main roads, the board shall
take into account the revenne, valuation and
raling of the loeal authorily. Unfortunately,
the subsection does nothing of the kind in-
sofar as the cost of construction of main
roads is eoncerned. The provision extends
only to the cost of the maintenance of =
road. 'This is the snbsection—

Notwithstanding anything in this sectiom,
the Board, with the approval of the Governor,
may in the case of any local authority reduce

the amount of the contribution of such loeal
authority determined as aforesaid in respect
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of the maintenance of any road where it is
proved to the satisfaction of the Board that
the cost of maintenance is excessive, and that
such cost is due to motor traffic not of locat
origin or to timber traffic. In exercising this
authority the Board shall take into account
the revenue, valuation, and rating of the local
authority, and also its financial obligations
on account of liability for loan expenditure
incurred in respect of permanent works under
this Aet.

Hon. J. Nicholson: 1t has nothing to do
with construction.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: No! Here
again it is the Act that is to blame and not
the Main Roads Board. The board realised
from the first that a diflicult problem had
been forced of them by this part of the Aect,
and they éxpected criticism in regard to the
assessments, but in view of the faet that the
logal authorities had power of objection
under the Act, the board thought that there
wounld be constructive criticism from the
local anthorities that would help to evolve
a formula which would be good and work-
able during future years. That form of
assistance, the hoard states, has not been
fortheoming, and even AMr. Kefapton, who
has had eonsiderable experience as the head
of an important local authority, has noth-
ing to offer in the way of suggestion, put
he has any quantity of eriticism of the de-
structive type, and most of it is not based
on a solid foundation, acecording to-what has
been represented to me by the board. Mr.
Hall's complaints abont large areas of con-
ditional purchase land being held without
any attempt being made to carry ouf im-
provement conditions are not without found-
ation, and, as I have already stated, the
Minister for Lands intends to enforce the
provisions of the Aet. In connection with
the settlement of a repurchased estate, Mr.
Hall eastigates the Land Board for award-
ing two blocks to men who, he says, are
well-known to be comparatively wealthy.
He contends thai these men should acquire
some of the innumerable properties held
for sale by {and agents. I have been unable
to locate the identity of these {wo compara-
tively wealthy gentlemen, but T do not think
the fact that a man has money should be a
bar to his getting a block of agricultural
land under the Aet, provided of eourse that
he has not already acquired sufficient for
one individual. Nor ean T recognize the
justice of foreing a man with money into
the hands of the jand agents. In my opin-
ion a Governmenf, charged with the duty
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of administering the law impartislly, shoanll
be prepared to do business with a vompara-
tively wealthy man on exaetly the same
lines as any one else. But whether he be
poor or rich, if he is a person who has
already had a veasonable serving of land,
his application should not prevail over the
claims of others who have no land at all,
and who are likely to make suceessful agri-
cultural settlers. Mr. Hall said—

It is amazing to me that various members
of Parliament should so frequently have
travelled along the railway through Gutha
and not observed the wonderful country ad-

jacent to the railway on both sides that has
been lying idle for years past.

An explanation is necessary, The greater
portion of the country between Gutha ard
Mullewa was made available by previous
Governments in 3,000-acre lots under graz-
ing lease conditions, which are easy of fulfil-
ment compared with the eondiiions atiach-
ing to ordinary condifional purchase, At
the same time it cannot be said that those
settlers are not complying with the condi-
tions under which they took up the land.
The policy of allowing the selection of 5,000
acre blocks within 12% miles of the rail-
way (except on sandplain couniry} no
longer operates. The whole of the country
is being elassified and the area of eultivable
land allowed to one selector will not excecd
1,000 acres. Of course, on the extreme edge
of the South-West division, where the soil
becomes shallower, a larger acreage will
have to be provided, the basis of settlemeat
being prazing and agriculture. Mr. Hall
relates the cases of men who took up land
on a pastoral lease, and who had had claims
made against them for compensation for im-
proveraents affected by their selection. He
said he aceompanied the men to the Minis-
ter for Lands, with a request that Mr. Troy
should resume the whole of the pastoral
lease in order, as was suggested, {o relieve
them of the obligation of paying compensa-
tion to the pastoralist. Tt zeoms to me to
be a roundabout process to adopt. But such
a resmmption would not be of any help ta
the selectors, Their obligation to the pas.
toral lessee would still continue, as their
blocks eould not be ineluded in the land
taken. Of course they could abandon their
holdings and apply again after the land had
heen resumed, but in that case they would
have to take their chanee with other appli-
cants. Mr, Troy is not satisfied with the
way in which Mr. Hall hus deseribed thix
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interview, and so he has written to me an
the subject as follows:—

] attach the Under Secretary’s minute with
respect to the position of selectors on the
Kadji Kadji pastoral leases. I am astonished
that Mr. Hall should so misrepresent the posi-
tion as to state in the Legislative Couneil
that the Minister, from his chair, stated ‘‘be
would take care that the pastoral lessees’
rights were not infringed.’’ 1 did not make
any such statement. What I did do was to
point out to the deputation the fact that the
pastoral lessee had certain rights under the
Act, and he would naturally insist upon suech
rights, I further pointed out that the selee-
tors were advised of the pesition before they
applied for the locations. The deputation de-
sired that the Government should resume and
arrange for the payment of compensation to
the lessee over a number of years. It ia now
too late to pursuc such a course. If the Gov-
ernment resumed the areas they would have
to be made available for selection again, and
the present holders would have to take their
chance with other applicants Moreover, it
is not the poliey of the Government to resume
in this manner, for the reason that the Gov-
ernment would be resuming a considerable
area unsuitable for agricultural settlement.
I am surprised that Mr. Hall should urge the
Chief Secretary to direct the attention of the
Government to the matter, inasmuch as he
knows the facts and he effusively thanked wme
for the information conveyed.

The lessees have undoubted rights under
the Land Act to elaim compensation, and if
Mr. Hall will read section 148 of that meas-
are he will be satisfied on that point. Mr.
Hall says it should not be a diffteult matter
for the Agrienltural Bank to take over the
payments to the pastoral lessee and spread
the total over a number of years. May I
say that it is more than diffienlt; it eannot
be done. The Agrieultural Bank has no
power to advance money for such a pur-
pose. Mr, Hall recommends that the Green-
ough Flais be repurchased for the purpose
of establishing the dairying industry, and
adds that eows should be provided for the
people who select the land. Seeing that
£13,000 was spent on a butter factory at
Geraldton and it was oblized to close down
owing to failure to supply eream, the pro-
posal carries a very heavy handicap. And
how could the property be aequired? There
are 40 or 50 settlers on the Greenough Flats,
mostly the deseendants of the pioneers, Ob-
viously the purchase could not be made
secretly, and once il was known that the
Government were out to buy, priees would
soar to prohibitive figures, and perhaps
in some cases the owners would not sell at
all. “Resume under the Closer Settlement
Aet” someone will say. Could the Govern-
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ment bonestly resume ihis land on the
ground that the owners were growing wheat
when they should be going in for dairying?
And if we tried to resume and there was
an appeal to a Supreme Court Judge,
what would he say in the cireumstances?
If the Greenough Flats were one big estate,
there would be sometbing sound in Mr.
Hail's advocacy, apart from the failure of
the Geraldton Butter Faetory, but it wonld
be impossible to reach satisfactory finality
with 40 ¢r 50 owners to negotiate with and
convince them that it was desirable for
them to part with their properties.
Mr, Williams in referring to the men from
the mines who have been settled on land
near Southern Cross, said they were mak-
ing a living by eclearing at 30s. a day.
That was evidently a slip, but it is neces-
sary to correet it. as the men were not paid
at all for preparing their land for cultiva-
tion. They received advances from the Agri-
cultural Bank for clearing on the basis of
30s. an acre, which is quite a different thing,

Hon. E. H. Harris: I thought he sug-
gested they were earning at the rate of 30s.
per day for clearing.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That is
what he intended. He said the men have
no complaint except in regard to water
supply. He stated that they have to ecart
water for distances up to nine miles and
pey £3 a hundred gallons for it. The facts
are these—Ten miles of 134-inch pipes and
five standpipes were provided {o serve
about fifty ex-miners whe were placed on
a sub-division of 30,000 acres made avail-
able by the Lands Department. The set-
tlers obtained the water at the standpipes
free of charge, and this arrangement will
vrobably continue until a permanent water
supply is established. It was understood
at the time the standpipe supply was pro-
vided that settlement would not extend fur-
ther south unntil investigations were made
and a report was submitted to the Migra-
tion Commission, when, it was expected,
arrapgements could be made for money
nnder the migration agreement. However,
a second lot of fifty ex-miners were put on
bloeks south of the standpipes, and T fake
it Mr. Williams refers to ecartage of water
to those settlers. Now with regard to the
cartage of the water to that section, the
maximum distance may be nine miles and
the average three to five miles. Tt may be
stated that in some parts of the wheat areas
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—sad to relate—settlers had to cart 20 and
30 miles during last summer. From investi-
gations made in reference to Mr. Williams
complaint, it appears that the cartage cost of
i00 gallons runs from half-a-crown to
27s. 6d. The maximum of 33s. was paid
:n one instance for a special and an urgent
trip. I have no information as regards
«£3 having been paid in any circumstanees.
As soon as the contemplated iron rooled
camps are erected, and 1,000-gallon tanks
installed, very little money will be spent
w this way. Until a report on all works
required for the new settlement scheme is
submitted to the Migration Commission
and arrangements are made for money, no
targe works, ineluding water supplies, can
be undertaken. The intention is to connect
all the ex-miners with the Coolgardie Water
Scheme when financial arrangements have
peen effected. Mr, Williams disapproves
of the assistance rendered by the Govern-
went to the Sons of Gwalia Mine. This
mine has not been singled out for prefer-
ential treatment as he implied, but was
rendered assistance in the hope that fur-
ther development would discover a con-
tinuation of payable ore to suppori the
population of a substantial township.
Gwalia is 2 one mine town. The mine man-
agement had done good work in the instal-
lation of a most up-fo-date plant to reduce
working costs and treat low-grade ore. The
peoint of profit disappeared and there were
10 funds for development. The mine manage-
ment has been eulogised by our own officers
and outside experts for its earnest attempts
to keep the mine going. The repayment of
the whole of the moneys advanced begins in
the fourth year and is covered by ten annual
payments. With regard to Kalgoorlie mines,
Mr. Willinms overlooks the fact that £55,000
was advanced to assist to kcep the Horse-
shoe Mine open, the money being made avail-
able in one year. He further forgets that the
Mines Department spends £40,000 annually
to supply cheap water to the mines from
Southern Cross castwards to Kalgoorlie, and
that the Kalgoorlie mines are the greabest
beneficiaries. Another £37,000 was paid in
preminms on employees under the Workers’
Compensation Aet, in order to relieve the
mines for one year, and Kalgoorlie derives
the greatest henefits from this assistance also.
Regarding the question of tribufing, raisad
by Mr. Williams, the Minister for Mines is

[COUNCIL.]

arranging a conference to take place thu
month, when the subject of tributing will by
discussed with the Chamber of Mines, em
ployees’ representatives and offieers or tuoe
department, with the Minister himnself a
chairman. The hon. member dealt with the
question of foreigners in mines. In March
last the Minister obtained returns of
foreigners employed unpon the Kalgoorlie
and Sons of Gwalia Mines, and ascertained
that the average of foreigners employed was
1908 per cent. At the Sons of Gwalia
foreigners do predominate, but inquiries
elicited the fact that practically no British
labour was offering for underground work,
and the whole of the surface employees, ex-
cepting sand shovellers and open eat work-
ers, were British,

Hon. G. W. Miles: 1 suppose they are
receiving the union rate and are not cutting
wages?

The CHILF SECRETARY: T presume
so; there has heen no complaint on that
seore. We are assured that the policy of the
mines is to give preference to British labour
and we cannot do more. With regard to
foreigners employed who can barely speak
the English langunage our inspeciors have
just recently completed an exhaustive exam-
ination of the mines, and have instructious
at all times to be particular in this part of
their duty.

Hon. E. H. Harris: There are workmen's
ingpectors to see to that.

The CHIEF SKCRETARY : Yes, there
are workmen’s inspectors elected by the
union, and paid, I think, by the Department
of Mines.

Hon. E. H, Harris: That is correet.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I believe all
these men do their duty, and it is impossible
for the Government to take greater precau-
tions than thev now do to ensure the safety
of the miners under the language fest. As
recently as July last, the Minister had a
letter of appreciation from the Boulder
branch of the R.8.L. thanking him for per-
sonal attention given to the maiter of the
employment in mines of foreigners who
eould not spesk English readily and in-
telligibly. That is proof of a recognition
of the fact that the Minister is doing his
duty in this respect. T listened very care-
fully to the speeches of Sir Edward Wit-
tenoom and Mr. Nicholson, and I cannot find
anything except adviee to the Government,
offered in a sineere manner, and with this T
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have no ground for complaint. Mr. Seddon
stated that the Government had failed to eope
with the unemployed problem, but he did
so in order to offer suggestions with a view
to remedying the evil. As regards one of
these suggestions—the establishment of a
permanent commiftee to investigate and
handle unemployment—the Government have
already considered favourably a similar pr-
posal. Another, with regard to the provision
of means for drafting youths, who have just
left school, into suitable avenues of employ-
ment, has not been taken in hand, but it is
one which I regard as a necessity. Since I
have been in office, scores of fathers and
mothers have come to me, affer their sons
have left school—both primary and High
Schools—asking my advice as to what trade
or profession it would be wise for the boys
to follow, and in most cases I have not felt
qualified to direet them in such a matter.
What is wanted in my opinion is the ap-
pointment of a man thoroughly fitted for the
position, to make the question his special
stody. He should be a well-balanced enthusi-
ast, and should avail himself of all possible
sources of information, ineluding the boy's
school career, so that he could help parents
in deciding a suitable vocation for the lad to
follow in life. Temporary vaeancies in
different departments due to long service
leave are, I understand, now filled by the
unemployed, but the suggestions of Mr.
Seddon, in reference to a special winter cam-
paignh to repair rolling stock in order to pro-
vide for unemployment, and also that the
people should be arged to give preference to
Western Australian goods, are worthy of
every consideration. All this constructive
eriticism from Mr. Seddon, as well as all that
which has eome from other members (and
there has been a good deal this session) will
be submitted to the Department best able to
deal with the different matters, The tone and
practical character of Mr. Wittenoom’s
speech, and bhis advocacy of the claims of
Albany pleased me very much, He has
already given abundant and tangible proof
of his faith in that disteiet, and his name
is closely associated with its recent progress.
In his present position he may be able to do
more to assist its prosperity, and, judging
from his maiden speech in this House, I feel
sure that he will give close and eareful con-
sideration to any question upon which he is
called to form an opinion.

Hon. J. Nicholson: A very nice compli-
ment,
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The CHIEF SECRETARY : Mr. Baxter's
remarks on the question of frozen meat show
the benefit of a long period of Ministerial
experience. He has a thorough grip of the
question and deals with it intelligently. It
has not been so with some of the ecrities
whose comments have appeared in the Press.
They seem to think that frozen meat can be
sold in enormous gquantities to the consumer,
and furthermore that the holds of the ships
can be filled to the top with the produet,
whereas we are limited by the insulated
space. A few years ago, since the present
Government assumed office, there was a
shortage, when we brought down a little more
than we are bringing down this year. For a
time it found a ready sale. Most of the
people were not aware that it was frozen
meat, but soon afterwards they discovered
the true position. On top of this a large
number of sheep and bullocks ecame from the
Murehison and the country distriets, and we
found we could not sell our frozen meat. It
was, therefore, left on our bands and we had
to pay, during the period we held it, no less
than £3,700 for storage, and had to dispose
of it in the end at a rate lower than the
normal price. That was a lesson which conld
not be soon forgotten.

Question put and passed; the Address-in-
Reply adopted.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew—Central) [10.28]: I move—

That the House at its rising adjourn until
Tuesday next.

Question put and passed.

House adjournzd at 10.29 p.m.



